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Benjamin Franklin performed a famous 
experiment 200 years ago, which had a 
counterpart in the investigations of ground 
potentials carried on much later by the 
Schlumbergers. Franklin proved the exist- 
ence of positive and negative electrical 
charges by flying a kite in a rainstorm. 

This early experiment in the field of natural electrical potentials en- 
couraged other investigators to start and continue work of increasing prac- 
tical value. The measurement of ground potentials in bore holes by the 
Schlumbergers was one such important development. The resulting sponta- 
neous potential curve was added to the already existing resistivity curve to 
complete the fundamental Electrical Log. The development, now only twenty 
years old, has had an increasing influence on oil exploration and pro- 


duction. 


Schlumberger pioneered the electrical log and has been 
the unquestioned leader in the field of electrical oil well 


servicing ever since. 


SCHLUMBERGER WELL SURVEYING CORPORATION e HOUSTON 





HOWCO 


1S “CRACKING” PRODUCTION RECORDS 


A growing number of wells have responded with remarkable 
success to Howco’s Hydrafrac service. There is no doubt but 
that well owners have available here a proved means of 
increasing production; with very profitable returns... Howco’s 
Hydrafrac service is a method of hydraulically fracturing the 
producing formation, creating new and greater permeability 
within the zone being treated. This method was first used suc- 
cessfully in old wells to recover additional oil reserves and 
increase the production rate. Now it is also well established as 
a new completion method —and is more economical and con- 
venient while the drilling rig is over the hole...Thorough 
analysis of your well by Howco will indicate whether or not 
Hydrafrac Service can help you crack production records. 
Telephone your nearest Howco representative. 


“THERE'S NO SUBSTITUTE FOR EXPERIENCE IN OIL WELL CEMENTING" 





HALLIBURTON OIL WELL CEMENTING CO. 


DUNCAN OKLAHOMA 
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Washington Highlights 


The nation’s oil industry found 
considerable encouragement in their 
tax fight when the House Ways and 
Means Committee voted to leave 
without change the 27% per cent 
depletion allowance, which is now 
granted to producers of oil and gas. 
By this action the committee has 
rejected the proposal of the Treas- 
uary Department to reduce the al- 
lowance from 27% per cent to 15 
per cent. It likewise counted out 
the Treasury staff proposal to set 
up a graduated depletion allowance 
giving preferential treatment to the 
smaller operators and rigging the 
allowance granted to others on the 
basis of their exploratory costs. 
This action on the part of the com- 


. mittee denotes its attitude current 
} on percentage depletion. However, 


it is still subject to change before 
the Federal tax bill is completed 
and ready for a final vote. 





The National Production Author- 
ity has granted permission to 41 
petroleum operators to place deli- 
very orders for oil country tubular 
goods for shipment from United 
States mills during July for use in 
drilling oil and gas wells in 20 for- 
eign nations. Tonnages have been 
granted to individual opeators on 
the basis ‘of drilling progams ap- 
proved by the Petoleum Adminis- 
tration for Defense. Tonnages are 
intended to supplement casing and 
tubing obtained from mills in Eu- 
rope. The programs call for drilling 
approximately 2400 wells in foreign 
countries during the current year. 
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Medals of Honor for heroism in 
saving lives in mines and plants of 
the mineral industry during the 
past year have been awarded two 
Californians, the Joseph A. Holmes 
Foundation announced in Washing- 
ton. They were awarded to Foster 
Dockstader, fire chief of the pipe- 
line department of Standard Oil of 
California, and W. C. Jackson, en- 
gineer of Shell Oil’s pump station 
near Los Banos, Calif. 

James H. Lewis, former president 
of Sunset Oil Company, has been 
recommended for appointment as 
regional chief of the Office of Price 
Stabilization’s fuel, transportation 
and public utilities division at Los 
Angeles, Calif. The recommenda- 
tion was announced by John H. 
Tolan, Jr., regional OPS director, 
and it probably will be confirmed 
here. Orville D. Judd, chief of the 
petroleum branch, went from Wash- 
ington to Los Angeles to name the 
price agency’s national petroleum 
advisory committee in retail and 
marketing operations. This com- 
mittee, it was reported, will make 
recommendations to Lewis, who in 
turn will process them through his 
staff and forward them to Washing- 
ton for final approval. Tolan urged 
the committee to remember that 
“the consumer is vitally affected by 
the price of petroleum products” 
and urged the members to “formu- 
late a program which would depart as 
little as possible from normal trade 
practices.” To the advisory com- 
mittee he named: Retail—Carl Bach- 


meyer, William F. Barshfield, B. E. 
Devere, Sam Goldman, E. J. Griffin, 
Francis Halley, Frank Hane, George 
B. Hargens, Lee Hughes, Hugh 
Lacey, Woodie Misner, Adrian M. 
Ogle, Harold Parks, H. E. Paul, A. 
C. Steitz, and Roy Stevens. Market- 
ing — Baxter Ball, N. J. Case, 
Charles Fox, W. J. DeMartini, B. E. 
Devere, Ralph Forch, Ernie Heyns, 
C. G. Johnson, Coulter McColl, Kent 
Moore, H. E. Paul, W. A. Reanier, 
Earl Sharp, Newcomb Taylor and 
T. G. Wise. 

Japan conducted research on the 
production of synthetic liquid fuels 
from coal with an intensity exceeded 
only by Germany in the years be- 
fore World War II, according to 
a U. S. Bureau of Mines publication 
just issued. Unlike Germany, Ja- 
pan evidently never succeeded in 
obtaining a substantial part of its 
oil supply from coal. 

Yielding the Government an esti- 
mated $210,000,000 a year in addi- 
tional taxes, the House Ways and 
Means Committee voted tentatively 
to boost the Federal tax on gaso- 
line by one-half cent a gallon. The 
Federal gasoline tax now is 1% 
cents a gallon and under the com- 
mittee plan would go up to 2 cents 
a gallon. Three cents had been rec- 
ommended by the Administration. 








Charles P. Taft, brother of Sen- 
ator Robert A. Taft, said he will 
seek the Republican nomination for 
Governor of Ohio in 1952. 
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You'll get more for your drilling dollar 


from IDEAL rigs 








You can make more hole per year at lowest maintenance cost with one of the 
family of “Ideal” Consolidated Rigs. 


“Ideal” Rigs are built extra-strong, are conservatively rated. You have a reserve 
of power to tap when the going suddenly gets tough. 


Convenient stocks of parts for all “Ideal” Rigs at National Supply stores let you 
keep your rig in top condition wherever you are operating. Field service is 
available promptly to help keep your “Ideal” working around the clock. 


You can get an “Ideal” Rig in ratings from the smallest T-8 for shallow drilling 
and medium workover to the world’s largest rig, the “Ideal” 160. 


Tell us your drilling depth requirements, and we'll send descriptive bulletins on 
the best “Ideal” Rig for the job. 


“NATIONAL | 


SUPPLY COMPANY . BE 


GENERAL SALES OFFICES: TOLEDO, OHIO 


DIVISION OFFICES: CASPER ; FT. WORTH; PITTSBURGH; TULSA; TORRANCE. 

CANADA: THE NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANY, LIMITED, ROOM 202, 

ALBERTA BLOCK, CALGARY, ALBERTA 

EXPORT: NATIONAL SUPPLY EXPORT CORPORATION, 30 ROCKEFELLER 
PLAZA, NEW YORK, N. Y., U.S. A.; RIVER PLATE ‘HOUSE, 12 SOUTH 
PLACE, LONDON E. C. 2. 


MATIONAL OIL FIELD MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT...SPANG PIPE...SUPERIOR & ATLAS ENGINES 
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The Background of Safety and Its Applica- 
tion to Modern Natural Gasoline Plants 


When Mr. Sullivan invited me to 
address you on safety this evening, 
he somewhat stressed the point that 
a technical paper or a technical dis- 
cussion would be very appropriate. 
After thinking this over, I came to 
the conclusion that instead of ap- 
proaching the human side of safety 
from the psychoanalyst’s point of 
view and the material side from a 
scientific approach, that it would be 
much better for me to follow the 
good old common sense approach, 
which —by the way—has never 
failed me yet. 

As you all know, it is customary 
in large organizations to clear all 
talks we make with management. 
When I asked permission to talk to 
you gentlemen this evening, I was 
answered by the statement, “You 
don’t ask me where it is safe for 
you to smoke, do you?” So, it is 
with that thought in mind that I 
give you my own ideas as formed 
by my own study, research and 
twenty-five years of active service. 

Without any hesitation whatso- 
ever I will say that we all believe 
in safety and practice it in a gen- 
eral way. WHY—because it is one 
of the first instincts of man to de- 
fend himself and his possessions. 

To begin with, let us define safety 
work as the prevention of the re- 
sults of chance by means of fore- 
sight. But this definition is too 
broad. You are not interested in all 
possible results of chance, such as 
the distribution of shots in a target 
or the number of rainy days in the 
year. Your field is limited to the 
chance results arising from the con- 
tacts you create and encounter. 

This must be divided into two 
parts — human beings and — every- 
thing else. In this second division 
there is not any kind of substance 
that cares whether the first division 
is cut or burned, starves or flour- 
ishes, lives or dies. Some of this 
material is useful, even indispens- 
able to the individuals of the first 
group, some of it is of indifferent 
value; much of it is at times act- 
ively hostile and destructive; and 
all of it is potentially harmful. Its 


SECOND ISSUE, MAY, 1951 


By J. J. PATTERSON 
Richfield Oil Corporation 


powers for harm vary with its phys- 
ical characteristics, hardness, weight, 
velocity, temperature, electric poten- 
tial, flammability and explosive char- 
acteristics and so on. To illustrate, 
air is absolutely essential to life, but 
masses of air in rapid motion tear 
down buildings, cause destructive 
waves, and ruin vast areas of farm 
land. These examples are so trite 
as to verge on the ludicrous, but in 
the final analysis, most safety prob- 
lems turn on factors which are just 
as simple, just as commonplace. The 


foundation of safety work is the 


realization that the human body is 
no match for the rest of the physical 
world. 





Life of any kind has always been 
possible only under very special con- 
ditions. Lower the temperature of 
the earth only five degrees, and an- 
other glacial era would ensue, caus- 
ing tremendous changes in the dis- 
tribution of life on the globe. Change 
the temperature of the earth 50 de- 
grees in either direction, and most 
life would cease in a short time. 
Life persists when and where it can, 
not because the earth that supports 
it is admirably adapted to that end, 
but because living matter can take 
advantage of changing conditions, 
and adjust itself to its environment. 

Man, alone among the animals, 
discovered perhaps a hundred thou- 
sand years ago that there was a 
simpler method of survival than ad- 
justment to his surroundings. He 
found that results could be obtained 
with surprising speed by changing 
his environment, by creating arti- 
ficial surroundings. In fact, half of 
the long story of civilization may 


be summed up as the attempts of 
mankind to perfect an artificial en- 
vironment, which will satisfy his 
physical, mental, and spiritual needs. 

In developing these artificial sur- 
roundings which are the basis of 
civilization, man learned in very 
early times that many of the hostile 
forces of nature were either con- 
stantly at work, or recurred at fairly 
regular intervals. The cycle of the 
seasons called for shelter and extra 
protection against cold, and an as- 
sured water supply in summer. 
Floods had to be avoided by settling 
out of the reach of high water, and 
there is abundant evidence that 
prehistoric man realized the import- 
ance of this more clearly than civil- 
ized man does today. The failure 
of food supply was guarded against 
by the domestication of both plants 
and animals. Along these lines and 
many others, man developed his par- 
tial mastery of an unfriendly world, 
until his efforts have accumulated 
the vast array of engineering works, 
electronic devices, manufacturing, 
communication, and all other pro- 
tective devices which science and 
technology have thrown around us 
today. ‘ 

Nature has a friendly side, also 
without which life would be impos- 
sible. A large part of the conquests 
of civilization represents man’s ef- 
forts to utilize and benefit from the 
forces of nature. Life continues be- 
cause the balance is slightly in favor 
of the kindly forces. But we must 
get away from the ancient idea that 
the world has been made safe. 

Part of man’s environment is other 
men, who are just as apt to be in- 
different, heedless, or even hostile, 
as inanimate nature is. Among ani- 
mals, survival of the fittest had been 
the law. The strongest and swiftest 
crowded out the weak and slow. But 
man apparently soon realized that 
the maximum satisfaction of needs 
and desires would never be secured 
by allowing the struggle for exist- 
ence among men to proceed blindly 
and unchecked. Cooperation within 
the family, clan or tribe became 
necessary for the preservation both 
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AMERICAN-NATIONAL Dependable American-National Oil & Gas Sepa- 
EMULSION TREATERS rators—vertical, or portable horizontal models— 


These modern treating ” ape a ° 
plants are scientifically are built to meet your specific needs—in sizes, 


engineered for maximum . eas - 
pe a an yp snaa working pressures and capacities for most effi 


duty operations. Dehy- cient production—under any of several construc- 
sae nase accn welume tion codes, depending upon your preference and 


rosion, increases volume 
in tanks, pipe lines. refin- safety requirements. Behind every unit stands 


ing plants. Siti - . 
— American's 46 year reputation for quality—and 
their 100% guarantee of materials and workman- 


AMERICAN-NATIONAL ship. Contact us today. 
LINE HEATERS 


These portable, automatic 
units meet your needs for 


either high or low pres- 
sure operation. Wide size 
range for any capacity 


gas or oll production. PIPE & STEEL CORPORATION 


GYM Vi, Engineers e Designers e Fabricators ¢ Erectors 
Z Ul 2201 West Commonwealth Avenue, Alhambra, Calif. 
Cable address: AMPSTEEL 
Bakersfield: U. S. Highway 99 & Casa Loma Dr. 
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of the individuals comprising these 
groups, and of the groups them- 
selves. Hence, we find this striking 
difference between animal and hu- 
man behavior, that the latter has 
not followed the customary course 
of nature, but from the earliest 
times has fought against this course, 
and has developed morality as the 
ideal of human contacts. All mod- 
ern ethical systems take it for 
granted that cooperation and not 
strife will prevail among the mem- 
bers of a given group. In order to 
foster this principle, and to protect 
society against the exceptional indi- 
viduals or greups which occasionally 
or regularly refuse to cooperate, we 
have developed our present systems 
of laws and governments. 

Thus, we see from this brief sur- 
vey, that a major portion of man’s 
effort in becoming civilized has been 
expended in developing two kinds 
of insulation; one against the ever 
present or recurring hostility of in- 
animate nature and the other against 
the aggressions of his fellow-man. 
Insulations of the first kind -have 
reached a marvelous degree of in- 
genuity and complexity, and we are 
ready and organized to combat prac- 
tically all of the regular and expec- 
ted interferences with our well-be- 
ing, as well as to utilize the friendly 
forces in nature. Our protection has 
in fact developed to such a degree 
that we look on it as something 
fixed, eternal, dependable, part of 
our consciousness at every moment. 
By thus swaddling ourselves in an 
artificial environment, we have en- 
tirely lost sight of the potential 
hazard that lurks in every particle 
of our surroundings, including the 
devices by which we seek to protect 
ourselves. Through becoming de- 
pendent on the material achieve- 
ments of civilization we have not 
only dulled our senses to the dan- 
gers that are always present, but 
we have greatly multiplied the haz- 
ards. Twice as many people are 
killed by electric shocks as by light- 
ning, and automobiles claim more 
victims than anything else. In 1950, 
the number of deaths from falls 
within our homes was 7% times as 
great as the sum of deaths from 
excessive heat, excessive cold, 
floods, hunger, thirst, and attacks by 
wild animals. In short, while our 
organization against the constant 
threats of nature is reaching out to 
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perfection, we have been neglecting 
those hostile acts which we call 
“chance” occurrences. The flying 
chip of steel, the falling article, the 
loose plank, the rickety ladder, the 
bare electric wire. sources of igni- 
tion and explosive mixtures, have 
until recently been accepted as un- 
avoidable defects in the synthetic 
landscape which we have built, and 
as such, not susceptible to control. 
It is a remarkable fact that while 





man has been organizing for protec- 
tion of the first kind for hundreds 
of centuries, he did not begin to 
organize for protection against 
chance until less than fifty years 
ago when the rise of the factory 
system in the 19th century gave op- 
portunity for comprehensive reali- 
zation of the magnitude of the prob- 
lem. Then, the assembly of high 
concentrations of workers under the 
eyes of one management made pos- 
sible a definite appraisal of the dis- 
astrous results of chance. Later, 
when the pressure of public opinion 
led to almost universal workmen’s 
compensation laws, so that the cost 
of accidents became part of oper- 
ating expenses, a powerful financial 
incentive focused the attention of 
industry on the problem. But this 
was not the only motive, nor the 
principal one. There is an ever- 
growing recognition of the dignity 
and value of human life, and by the 
beginning of the twentieth century 
a large number of business men, 
labor leaders and others were agreed 
that the appalling human waste due 
to accidents must be reduced. 

To be sure, there had been at- 
tempts in many places and times to 
protect men against chance occur- 
rences. Soldiers in many lands wore 
armor, but the primary purpose of 
this protection was not to keep them 
from being hurt, but to keep them 
from being incapacitated as fight- 
ers. Primitive man developed elab- 
orate systems and techniques for 
controlling chance events, which 


meant to him almost all events. He 
undertook to supplicate his gods, to 
wheedle them by prayers, to pro- 
pitiate them by sacrifices and to co- 
erce them by magic. With the 
spread of scientific knowledge in the 
world, we have adopted a more real- 
istic attitude. If a pestilence threat- 
ens, we do not depend on religious 
ceremonies, but we use disinfectant 
by the carload, administer vaccines, 
catch rats, and prevent the breeding 
of mosquitoes. The same attitude 
leads us to realize that what we 
have been calling chance is not the 
results of unknown causes, but the 
unforeseen results of known causes. 

The field of endeavor for safety 
is, therefore, the almost infinite 
number of contacts between the hu- 
man body and the material world. 
The primary aim, as I see it, is to 
develop a new way of looking at 
this world, so that awareness of the 
threat of these contacts shall be- 
come second nature in the mental 
and physical makeup of those whom 
we are teaching. This requires a 
revolutionary change in the habits 
of some of us. It demands that we 
shall free ourselves of the unwar- 
ranted sense of security which has 
been built up for hundreds of years. 
It demands the use of all our senses 
in a fresh approach to our environ- 
ment, which is the exact opposite 
of the sophisticated boredom with 
which we now look on the common- 
place objects and movements about 
us. It has nothing to do with in- 
stincts; it is something studied, slow 
in growth, composed of new mental 
and muscular habits which can often 
he acquired only through years of 
training. 

The motives that may impel a 
man to work safely are of various 
sorts. He may do so because he is 
ordered to, and fears discipline if 
he has a mishap. He may try to 
work safely because he wants to 
help win a contest or a reward. He 
may want to avoid loss of wages. 
Sometimes, I honestly believe it is 
only in the minority of cases that 
the predominate motive is the sim- 
ple desire to avoid injury. The in- 
bred carelessness with regard to our 
surroundings, which we all share, 
prevents the emergence into clear 
consciousness of what should be the 
most compelling motive of all. We 
cannot appeal to the so-called in- 
stinct for self-preservation. Instinct, 
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Petroleum Progress helped develop 


a new sport...a new 


Power-boating is big business. The marine 
industry offers all size craft from inexpen- 
sive outboards to swank cabin cruisers. 
Texaco works closely with America's lead- 
ing boat and engine builders to assure 
efficient, economical operation afloat. 








On coastal waters, navigable lakes and in- 
land waterways all over the U.S.—Texaco is a 
familiar, welcome sign of marine service and 
supply to boat owners. Every-year some 600- 
million dollars are spent for the purchase, 
maintenance and operation of power boats. 
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ISTORY reveals that man paddled, pedalled and rowed gently 

down the stream. Then came power, following the introduc- 

tion of petroleum. Just before the turn of the century the first 

motor boat appeared, later, the outboard motor. Today there 

are some 314 million inboard and outboard pleasure boats in 
use in the United States. 


Here is another instance of petroleum research and develop- 
ment at work—giving new pleasure, new industry. It is also 
another example of serving the interests of the individual and 
the nation—through the free competition of free men. 


THE TEXAS COMPANY (Wee 


Petroleum Promotes Progress 
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if it exists at all, is potent only in 
the iace of present danger, real or 
fancied, and shows itself in certain 
reflex muscular acts leading to es- 
cape. It is the very opposite of the 
deliberate, thoughtful approach to 
danger which is the mark of the 
man with the true safety spirit. 


Since the world in which we live 
and work is as I have described it, 
and since our minds are all too prone 
to disregard its infinite potentiali- 
ties for harm, the program of safety 
work naturally falls into two parts. 
First, we have to undo or correct 
much that we have done while build- 
ing up this artificial protection of 
ours. Sharp corners and obstructions 
have to be removed, weak places 
must be made strong, swiftly mov- 
ing objects must be controlled, even 
armor must be provided against our 
inanimate foes. In the second place, 
we must undo and correct many of 
the mental habits which are part 
of our inheritance. There must be 
a turning away from the old habits 
of accepting the material world as 
we find it; and the implanting of a 
new viewpoint, new attitudes, and 
new interests. 


The two parts of a general safety 
program are usually referred to as 
safety from without and safety from 
within. The first roughly covers a 
safe place of employment. The sec- 
ond part is acts of the employee. 
Both are essential in any complete 
program, but it is my opinion that 
the first is not so absolutely indis- 
pensable as the second. Let me illus- 
trate. About the year 1859 a French 
tight rope walker named Blondin 
made a number of crossings of the 
Niagara Gorge on a tight wire. On 
some trips he was alone, on others 
he carried a man on his back. One 
hundred and sixty feet below him 
was the river, yet, every trip was 
made safely, because his well trained 
mind and muscles knew how to do 
it. Two years later we find him 
turning somersaults on stilts in Lon- 
don on a tight wire 170 feet above 
ground. His final performances were 
at the age of 72 and he died peace- 
fully the next year in bed. This 
man has always seemed to me the 
outstanding example of how safety 
from within can rise superior to any 
hazards. There is a safe way to 
handle any dangerous job, and a 
shop full of well trained men can 
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work safely surrounded by impend- 
ing death, while an unsafe worker 
can injure himself while taking a 
shower. In preparing a safe place 
of employment it must be remem- 
bered that a perfectly safe plant, in 
which no one can be hurt is a theo- 
retical impossibility. 


What are some of the essentials 
of a successful safety program? 
First, I should say, seriousness. The 
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serious nature of safety work must 
be kept in the foreground at all 
times. It must be kept in the fore- 
ground by a sincere interest in safety 
on the part of the highest officials 
of a company, and by their firm in- 
tention to see that accidents are 
brought to a minimum by any meth- 
ods which time and changing situ- 
ations demand. 


Winning the confidence of men, 
foremen and workers alike, in the 
sincerity of intentions is the first 
great step. The formula for this is 
simple. Do not say, “We do not 
want to have accidents because the 
company will have to pay compen- 
sation.” Put it simply, “WE DON’T 
WANT TO BE HURT,” or more 
bluntly, “USE COMMON SENSE.” 


As part of this serious attitude, 
all of us must be taught that the de- 
vising and adoption of safe working 
methods are an integral and con- 
stant part of our jobs. What we 
may call accuracy, 100% perform- 
ance, in safety should be included, 
just as accuracy is demanded in en- 
gineering, designing, processing, 
shipping, or in reading blue prints. 
The avoidance of injury should be- 
come part of each man’s technique, 
just as much as his handling of 
tools, materials or figures. The goal 
we strive for is the creation of a 
distinct safety atmosphere, in which 
all men are immersed as soon as 
they enter the plant. This means 
that the emphasis must always be 
on the avoidance of accidents, and 


not on any of the by-products of 
such avoidance. You cannot operate 
a safety plan as if it were a ball 
team, with most of the attention 
going to the scores. Publicity takes 
many forms, such as posters, signs, 
posted letters and _ instructions. 
Repetition is a necessary part of the 
game, day after day and year after 
year, for it is new habits that we 
are trying to form. What seems 
trite and threadbare to you may be 
an entirely new and jolting idea to 
others. 


The aim of this is to control con- 
ditions so that chance factors are 
eliminated, and the end result will 
be the product of known factors 
only. There is an extremely close 
relationship between safety work 
and other forms of research. We 
are striving to unearth the funda- 
mentals in every situation we study, 
to determine exactly what simple 
forces or causes constitute the haz- 
ard, and to control working condi- 
tions so that these factors are re- 
moved. I believe there is a frequent 
tendency on the part of technically 
trained men to make light of safety 
work. Because of some of the mod- 
ern ideas, they fail to consider that 
they are so familiar with their tools 
and apparatus and methods and 
chemicals that they lead charmed 
lives. I can speak with authority on 
this from both sides of the fence. 
At times this familiarity leads to 
contempt, with disastrous results 
and the safety department has to 
step in and show the expert that 
he temporarily forgot some of the 
facts of life, such as, that the hard- 
ness of human body on the Brinell 
scale is much less than 1, or that 
two bodies cannot occupy the same 
space at the same time. No man 
can afford to feel that an interest in 
safety work is beneath his dignity. 
He must also realize that regard- 
less of his profession he too is a 
safety man and, gentlemen, it must 
be that way if we are to keep our 
own God-given rights. 


Since fire protection is always a 
part of safety, may I now discuss 
this feature also. Fire, like all other 
things afforded by nature, is harm- 
ful even to the limits of total de- 
struction, yet, it is a necessity of 
life and thousands of times more 
helpful than destructive. You, gen- 
tlemen, can realize what I mean 
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here when I say we could not get 
along without fire. Heat is not only 
essential to life but in our modern 
processes of developing and manu- 
facturing, it is a basic necessity, if 
not the basic necessity. When I 
think of the development made in 
furnaces, fired heaters, the efficiency 
of combustion, temperature control, 
pressures developed and the work 
performed, I am utterly ashamed to 
admit that we in our homes or in 
our employment may through care- 
lessness—and, it must be careless- 
ness, permit a fire to cause damage 
or get completely out of control and 
cause total destruction. In modern 
absorption and compression plants, 
we are working with light flammable 
products. In proper control, time is 
essential because the faster the prod- 
ucts, the faster the control must be 
and quicker too must be the mind 
and action of the operator. Ma- 
terials in these modern plants have 
been proven dependable if properly 
assembled. Just as long as these 
flammable products are confined in 
closed systems or released under 
controlled conditions, they are safe. 
Therefore, accessibility to quick and 
efficient control is the one greatest 


safety and fire protection factor of 
our modern plants. 


May I now pick up the statement 
I just made that all of us must be 
safety men for self-preservation and 
add to that, we must also be fire- 
men in a sense and _ individually 
know how to protect our lives and 
properties from fire. 


In our modern world today, we 
hear the titles, Safety Engineer and 
Fire Protection Engineer continu- 
ously. Gentlemen, I speak frankly 
and from long experience and also 
at the risk of severe criticism, but 
I cannot see that safety or fire pro- 
tection is a specialized engineering 
field. That is why even though my 
work and duties are that of Chief 
Safety and Fire Prevention Engi- 
neer, I purposely do not use that 
title. 


As some of you men know, I 
have practiced and studied electrical 
and mechanical engineering first at 
the Rose Polytechnic Institute, Ter- 
re Haute, Indiana, Class of 1914 
and constantly since that time, to 
keep current. I have come to realize 
and have found it to be a fact that 
safety and fire protection are an 
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intricate part of any engineering 
knowledge, and it should be. 

There are many things in this 
world that cannot be done alone nor 


can they exist alone. It is from co- 
mingling, blending and consolidat- 
ing our physical, mental and ma- 
terial elements that we have attained 
our present heights of perfection. To 
fully appreciate this fact, one has 
only to look about and see the mod- 
ern structures, machinery, forms of 
transportation and communications 
on land, upon the sea and in the air, 
to realize that this country of ours 
has capable and dependable engi- 
neering of all types. I for one am 
justly proud of our accomplishments 
but I for one am not proud that we 
have permitted ourselves to separate 
human safety and protection from 
our regular day to day duties. It is 
within these regular duties and in 
our homes that accidents and fires 
are reaching potentials which can- 
not and must not be permitted to 
continue. Frankly, we ourselves are 
defeating ourselves in expecting 
someone else to look after our own 
safety and protection. All any spe- 
cialized safety man can do at the 
best is to teach, remind and show 
the victim the error of his ways. 


Now that I have challenged each 
of you and charged you personally 
with the responsibility of your per- 
sonal safety, may I ask you to help 
others who, through lack of train- 
ing, understanding or inborn care- 
lessness, need your help. This task 
is very simple. Common sense ap- 
plied before the occurrence is en- 
tirely sufficient. 


May I now summarize and apply 
this theory to a modern natural gas- 
oline plant. First, we will admit 
that good engineering is the first 
requisite for satisfactory service and 
safety. Mechanically, we have per- 
fected materials that will stand up 
satisfactorily under the operating 
pressures and temperatures required. 
Electrically, we have perfected elec- 


trical power and light safe for use 
in a hazardous location. These 
things are now definitely proven by 
long years of satisfactory service. 
Volume control and excess pressure 
relief are now mathematically com- 
puted with accuracy. As I said 
previously, these plants can be 
friendly, perform perfectly and prop- 
erly or they can be hostile and de- 
structive. The human element must 
make this decision. Care, upkeep 
and safe control are the factors 
which cannot be neglected and 99 
times out of every 100 occurrences 
have proven this fact. 


I have found from experience that 
most engineers realize that perform- 
ance is the first requisite of the 
finished plant. They also design for 
outward appearance and accessibil- 
ity, but I also find a lack of attention 
to small details which invariably 
reduce performance. It is because 
of this lack of attention by you en- 
gineers in providing accessibility to 
all controls, proper working condi- 
tions, and facilities for the plant’s 
employees that has caused our po- 
litical bodies to regulate by law and 
enforce minimum safety require- 
ments. In this field, they have found 
a political paradise because the broad 
definition of safety has no bounds. 
In the formulation of these regula- 
tions, they have looked to the safety 
engineer, the fire protection engi- 
neer and organized safety societies 
for materials upon which to build 
these regulations. This approach has 
created new administrative jobs in 
Departments of State. It has cre- 
ated a tremendously large State em- 
ployment. This is not all. Each 
county, city and municipality im- 
mediately jumped upon this band- 
wagon and set up their own regu- 
lations and standards, created indi- 
vidual departments, and built up 
their own staff of employees. All 
of this has been at the expense of 
the taxpayer. Now, please under- 
stand me, I do not say that this has 
not done some good, saved some 
lives and prevented some injuries, 
but I do say and mean this: We 
ourselves created this condition. We 
ourselves are permitting it to con- 
tinue and I will assure you if the 
cost in dollars and cents for the 
administration of such safety regu- 
lations were actually measured by 


(Continued on page 32) 
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For effective, economical assistance 
on any production problem involv- 
ing emulsified crude, down-the-hole 
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That Petroleum Production Pio- 
neers party at Santa Paula on Satur- 
day, May 5, was one of the most 
entertaining fiestas seen in these 
parts in many a moon. Approxi- 
mately 1100 oil men of all ages, 
sizes, and dispositions gathered at 
Steckel Park and partook sumptu- 
ously of the provender dished up 
by Fritz Huntsinger, George Rug- 
gels, and their capable crew of Ven- 
tura aides. The program opened as 
usual with that interesting ritual 
the dispensing of the activating 
aqua. This was performed by Hud- 
son Drake, the Belridge purchasing 
potentate, and about as competent 
a coterie of jigger jugglers as has 
ever been assembled in one spot. 
Of these we will speak later, but 
for the moment we would like to 
dilate on the old timers whose party 
it really was. 

There were simply scads of them 
there to chin over early methods 
and personal experiences in the days 
when the industry was just a pup. 
We noted among them, looking as 
dapper as a matinee idol, Dick Gui- 
berson, a Santa Paula boy who 
made a name for himself in the 
industry and is now proprietor of 
the equipment firm by the same 
name; W. L. McLaine, former Gen- 
eral Petroleum Company executive 
and Stanford baseball great; P. M. 
Pike, another gentleman of sub- 
stance in the oil business, chairman 
of the board of Republic Supply 
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Company and has a story to tell 
that should be stout support for the 
virtue of free enterprise; F. C. Rip- 
ley, Sr., former C.C.M.O. president, 
pioneer in the Midway field and 
famous also for being the father of 
Fritz Jr., the well known domino 
expert. Then there was F. F. Hill, 
pioneer Union Oil Company direc- 
tor of field operations and widely 
experienced in the changing tech- 
niques from the turn of the century 
to the present time. 

Also in evidence were L. B. Little, 
the San Marino horticulturalist and 
former Standard of Cal. production 
chief; Tom Hickey, another equip- 
ment manufacturer who got his 
start in Coalinga and is still active 
in his own business; R. A. Broom- 
field, former Barnsdall chief execu- 
tive and for many years a power in 
the California Oil & Gas Associa- 
tion, now WOGA; George Kam- 
merer, equipment manufacturer and 
early field superintendent for Union 
Oil Company; J. P. Ratigan, fine 
old Hibernian with a brogue that 
would warm the heart of any lone- 
some son of Erin, and an equip- 
ment designer in the good old days; 
Neil Needham, one of California’s 
best known land men and former 
General Petroleum Corporation ex- 
ecutive; Bill Clark, the modest little 
Union Oiler who worked with the 
crew that brought in the Lakeview 
Gusher; John Augsburger, mild 
mannered former Macrate produc- 
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tion chief, now with Kobe, Inc; 
W. H. Roberts, erstwhile Continen- 
tal Oiler, now resident in Santa 
Barbara, and widely experienced in 
foreign fields; Roy Lidamore, old 
time rig builder, now living in Fill- 
more. 

No PPP party would be complete 
without the presence of A. E. Fowks, 
father of Ernie and Al and one of 
our favorite people. Here is a real 
pioneer who has perhaps been active 
and interested in oil longer than any 
man in the organization. He was 
born in 1867 and by the time he was 
twelve years old had already been 
infected by the petroleum virus. He 
has been exposed to the business 
for a mere matter of 70 years and 
is one of the most lucid individuals 
of his age we have ever encountered 
besides having all the other attri- 
butes of a gentleman. Another fine 
representative of the pioneer oil men 
is R. C. Baker, president of Baker 
Oil Tools, Inc., still actively inter- 
ested in the firm that bears his name, 
and a regular attender at the pioneer 
get-togethers. Then there are Dick 
Smith and Frank Dinger of Na- 
tional Supply Company, both at this 
affair and both recognized as men 
of accomplishment in the early days 
of the industry. 

Other old timers noted in the 
gathering were Dad Kline who 
seems to be known to everybody 
in the business; George Coffey, for- 
merly of Universal Consolidated 
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A NEAR DERBY WINNER 

It is probable that no petroleum operator 
in California is better known than Robert 
S. Lytle, the Decatur, Illinois, husky who 
productionwise has been a sort of right 
arm to the Doheny interests for some thirty 
years more or less. Bob is a Stanford 
alumnus, having graduated from the fa- 
mous Palo Alto institution in 1917 with a 
degree in mechanical engineering. Dur- 
ing the first world war he served as a 
captain in the U. S. Marine Flying Corps 
and, indeed, was awarded the D.Sc. in 
that fracas for meritorious service “far be- 
yond the normal call of duty.” 

In 1919 he went to Bolivia and Argen- 
tina in behalf of Richmond, Levering and 
Company and upon his return one year 
later attached himself to the Huasteca Pe- 
troleum Company, an operating subsidiary 
of Mexican Petroleum Corporation (A Do- 
heny enterprise, later to become Pan- 
American Petroleum Company) in Tam- 
pico, Mexico. About 1922 he was trans- 
ferred to the New York office of Pan-Am 
and two years thereafter was again moved 
—this time to Los Angeles where he re- 
ceived an important assignment with Pe- 
troleum Securities Company. He remained 
with this concern until it was liquidated 
in 1938 after which, with Doheny backing 


Company and long time associate 
of R. E. Stearns who might have 
been there if he hadn’t been after 
the big fish again down at Guay- 
mas and Mazatlan; W. S. Fisher 
of the Section 30 Oil Company in 


Coalinga and an active civic worker 
up in the King’s County metropolis ; 
J. H. Royer whose oil we have 
gauged many a time in behalf of 
Union Oil Company; Claude Morri- 
son, the Bakersfield operator who 
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he functioned as ROBERT S. LYTLE, Op. 
ERATOR and continued to do so until the 
Doheny heirs sold out to Union Oil Com. 
pany in 1950. Since that time he has been 
operating on his own. 

Bob is one of these “strictly business” 
chaps who don’t find much time for relaxa- 
tion. In his college days he played varsity 
basketball for his ALMA MATER and also 
became more than ordinarily expert in the 
manly art of self-defense. He was elected 
captain of the Stanford boxing team and 
in 1916 battled his way to the Pacific Coast 
intercollegiate middleweight boxing cham- 
pionship. In recent years he has taken to 
much less rigorous exercise such as golf 
and is a member of the Wilshire and Los 
Angeles Country Clubs. He is also a great 
admirer of equine aristocracy and, in fact, 
as this is being written is wending his 
way east on a business trip—very sadly, 
because he goes without a horse. He had 
hoped that his top ranking 3-year old, 
INTERPRETATION, place winner in the 
Santa Anita Derby. would have been a 
contender in this year’s Kentucky Derby. 
However, a sprained ankle forced with- 
drawal of the entry and the K. T. Potter 
Ranch goes unrepresented, much to the 
disappointment of Bob, and Mrs. Lytle 

after whom the farm was named. 


always reminds us of the late Frank 
Morgan, movie star; R. G. “Pete” 
Garretson, one of the finest people 
we know, from Baker Oil Tools; 
the Lehman brothers, Julius and 
Jake, and if you want to hear “The 
Good Old Summer Time” sung as 
it ought to be sung, just give Julius 
the keynote and step well back. 
There were loads of others, of 
course, including Bill Forker, the 
Standard behemoth from Bakers- 
field, and Neil Norris, retired Loff- 
land Bros. executive, but these are 
about all we can remember at the 
moment. 


There was a good representation 
of drilling contractors and we par- 
ticularly noted Ham Bell, dressed 
as he was in the regalia of a Spanish 
don or something; Doug Graham, 
the drilling industry’s top narrator 
and commentator; Art Heiser, 
Brown Drilling Co.’s good looking 
and plenty smart young engineer; 
Doc Hayes, the golfing department 
of Hayes & Sprague; Pug York, 
the companionable Bakersfieldian 
from the Miller and York organiza- 
tion; John Grant, the Loffland Bros. 
fashion plate and expounder of bet- 
ter English, accompanied by his es- 
timable right hand man, Lee Dan- 
iel; Dick Pettijohn of the Tenny 
Drilling Company and a really nice 
guy; Joe Robinson, the much trav- 
eled prexy of Santa Fe Drilling Co. 
and former arrangements chairman 
of PPP; also Frank “Pancho” Gess 
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Jarring Jerry 


THE JOHNSTON-SUTLIFF HYDRAULIC JAR 


A Jar that hits any desired blow, at 
any time, to meet any condition— 
without pulling out of the hole. 


Write For Descriptive Literature! 


M. 0. JOHNSTON M. 0. JOHNSTON 
OIL FIELD SERVICE CORP. OIL FIELD EXPORT CORP. 
= a 3035 Andrita Street 


Los Angeles 65, California 
“Servicing California & Los Angeles 65, California 


Rocky Mountains’’ “Exclusive Export Sales’’ 
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The right jar 
for the job at hand 








stalwarts with the same institution. 

From San Francisco we spotted 
Frank Rehm—not too difficult to spot 
if you know what we mean—the 
Shell veep, and Jules Toussaint, 
Standard’s production chief, a pair 
of pretty reputable citizens of Bagh- 
dad by the Bay. Then there were 
Jack Hollingsworth, the sizable 
3ethlehemite, and Ralph Clemons, 
the quartetter from the same airt 
as they say in Caledonia; one of the 
Bill Chonettes was there—think it 
was the Shell one. (It’s true there 
are two brother Bills in this family 


and Ray Powell, another pair of 


—one with Shell and one with Tex- 
as.); Jerry Engstrand, the Grant 
and MacClatchie executive popped 
in after riding with the Visitadores; 
Frank Hardesty, the Long Beach 
Harbor engineer, who has been much 
in the news recently stopped by 
briefly to say hello, and so did C. S. 
“Pen” Penfield, retired Shell drill- 
ing chief and leading canasta player. 
Present also were R. M. “Bob” 
Pyles, Southwest Exploration super- 
intendent and organizer of the R. M. 
Pyles Boys Camp; Charlie Wagner, 
the Wagner-Morehouse topshot and 
pioneer portable drilling rig design- 
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er; and Fred Tyler, the Eddie Du- 
chin of the Reed Roller Bit Com- 
pany. 


Not to be overlooked were such 
other dignitaries as Elmer Decker, 
the weight-indicator and television 
announcer; Sam Grinsfelder, genial 
Union Oil Co. vice president and 
a domino sharpie if there ever was 
one; Frank Smith, International Ce- 
menters, Inc., a faithful attender at 
the PPP functions and fairly re- 
cently elevated to a vice presidency 
of ICI; Jeff Musolf. Cameron Iron 
Works, another seldom misser and 
always brings company; Dick Von 
Hagen, Lloyd Corporation execu- 
tive, and Ben Bayliss, a smart young 
engineer with the same outfit; Sam 
Kelly, the independent distributor 
from Bakersfield; from there also 
J. H. “Hornytoad” Pinnell, well 
known Ohio oiler; the Great Lakes 
Carbon boys, Bob Cook and Don 
Hall; Bill Burcham, the Bowen 
Fishing Tool chap who rarely misses 
a PPP gathering, and Abe Haglund 
of Griffen & Ross about whom the 
same thing can be said. 


There too were Doc Crandall of 
California Exploration Company, 
widely known Valley operator ; Dick 
Winder, the estimable Chiksan chap, 
and Joe Schlarb, his good looking 
aide; Paul Andrews, Signal Oil & 
Gas Company, much decorated API 
hotshot, and Herb Stark of Hono- 
lulu Oil Corporation over Taft way, 
another popular lad with API. Then 
there were Phil Reed, former Rich- 
mond Exploration executive from 
Maracaibo, now living in Oakland; 
Fern Pressey, long time Union Oiler 
and rancher in the Santa Paula area; 
Fritz Taves, Schlumberger’s top 
man out here and right nice people; 
Bill Bettis, Johnny Flanagan, and 
Cece Weaver, the omnipresent M. O. 
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Johnston contingent, among the 
finest people in the business. 

Even the founders were there. At 
least we talked with Lou Bronzan 
of Baash-Ross Tool Co., one of the 
originators; Henry Grinnell of Grin- 
nell enterprises, another of the foun- 
ders; and the third, Glenn Merkley 
of National Supply Co., may have 
been there too but if he was we 
lost him in the crowd. However, 
we did see Dale Russell, one of the 
better appearing and better behav- 
ing of the Nineteeners, and veep 
of Republic Supply; Earl Cater of 
Pittsburg Steel, an expert on the 
McKittrick area of the San Joaquin 
Valley; Lloyd Hill of National Sup- 
ply Co., a chap with whom we have 
had sporadic contacts over the years 
—always very pleasant, too; Ches 
Braly, pronounced “Brawley” please, 
organizer of the far-flung Braly Em- 
pire; J. C. Cody, the natty Superior 
Oil Co. executive, one of the ten 
best dressed men in the western 
petroleum industry; Don Grubbs, 
the friendly Oilwell Supply Com- 
pany head man; John McEwen, the 
very personable Ideco vice presi- 
dent; and H. L. Briggs, a modest 
individual who strikes us as being 
more than usually capable. 

Getting back to the lads who fur- 
nished the laughing water, we 
glimpsed the following between the 
shoulders of the thundering herd: 
Eddie Pellegrin, the big game fish- 
erman from Macco Corporation; 
Wayne Glenn, Continental Oil Com- 
pany’s distinctly personable young 
attache ; Bud Fobes, the widely trav- 
eled Baker Oil Tools chap, just back 
from Canada; Leland McLaird, the 
Baash-Ross Caledonian and golfer 
of note; Glen Pitts, the pleasant ap- 
pearing and acting Republic Supply 
representative; Joe Bergeron, the 
Baash-Ross_ Parisian who speaks 
French with a strong Vernon ac- 
cent; Don Pinnell, Union Pacific’s 
contribution to the happier life; 
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Rudy Schweitzer from Southwest 
Exploration, and a mighty dexterous 
blender of the components; Ed Em- 
bury, the perennially youthful and 
always obliging Guiberson aide; Al 
Pruitt, the Howard Supply Co.’s 
collegiate looking sales chap; and 
Elmer The Great Wycoff, National 
Tube Co.’s top domino and gin 
rummy exponent. Altogether they 
were a pretty reputable group for 
whose excellent performance Hud- 
son Drake has since been widely 
and generously congratulated. 

But to Fritz Huntsinger, George 
Ruggels and the Ventura boys must 
go the lion’s share of the glory for 
a very wonderful day. Fritz was 
general chairman of the entire ca- 
boodle and did his usual excellent 








job of supervising everything and 
everybody. With Tex Little as 
master of ceremonies and Clarence 
Froome coupled with Bill Loomis 
taking care of park arrangements, 
the general responsibilities were in 
good hands. George Ruggels, the 
CCMO Co. Ventura superintendent, 
did a masterful job of preparing the 
meat, a sizable task in which he 
was ably assisted by Ben Turner, 
Lloyd Corporation; Dan Kline of 
the same; Joe Faria, Everett Green- 
wood, and L. C. DeVries of CCMO 
Co.; Jim Hanes, Glen Howard, and 
J. Glenn, Ventura Tool Co.; Skip 
Moisling, Tide Water Associated; 
Oscar Estelle, General Petroleum 
Corp.; R. R. Robison, Shell Oil 
Company; and Buck Carpenter, 
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Rocky Mountain Drilling Company. 
Those who sampled the deliciously 
tender meat will readily testify to 
the successful carrying out of this 
fuction. 

Brother Lew Ruggels and Bob 
Jackson of Baash-Ross Tool Company 
were in charge of table arrange- 
ments and were generously helped 
in this department by John Messer, 
Security Engineering Co., Inc.; Rex 


Wilbert Garrick, Crow - Garrick 
Co.; Harold Mears, Globe Oil Tools; 
Martin Mears, Tide Water Associ- 
ated; Ernie Messer, Mercury; Munk 
Munkhoff, Neilsen Pump; Carl Ax- 
elson, Axelson Pump; Darrel Ray- 
sor, Eastman; Al Pruitt, Howard 
Supply; Johnny Dale, Bowen; Har- 
old West, Homco; H. P. Radke, 
Hughes Tool Co.; Bill Norris, Hum- 
ble Oil Co.; Bud Simpson, Rich- 


Jones, H. C. Smith Oil Tool Co.; 
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_ OIL TOOL COMPANY 


GRANT VERTICAL CASING SCRAPER 


THREE SETS OF CUTTERS are held in expanded position against 
the casing circumference by means of heavy springs... 


CUTTERS ARE SPACED so as to overlap in their contact with 
the casing, provide the most effective and efficient cutting 
action, give better fluid return path... 


HELICAL DESIGN of the hard-faced cutting edges provides 
an efficient shearing-cutting action that completely removes 
burrs and foreign material from the casing wall... 


FOOL-PROOF LOCK holds cutters securely, yet cutters can 
be quickly changed in the field when worn. 


EITHER TUBING OR WIRE LINE can be used for running the 
Grant Vertical Scraper, and full circulation can be estab- 
lished through the tool if necessary. 


See your nearby Grant Representative for details... write 
for Bulletin 59, or see your 1951 Composite Catalog. 


Proven Grant Tools—Used Where Performance Counts 
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| Pressure Releases ¢ | 
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| Rotary Underreamers 5 | 
| Cable Tool Underreamers | 
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| Reamers | 
| Hydrostatic Perforation Cleaners . . . | 
Dump Bailers 

| Roller Cutter Shale Bits | 
| Sand Pumps | 
Well Cleanout Equipment 

| Wall and Bottom Hole Scrapers. . . . | 
| Vertical Casing Scrapers | 


Write for Descriptive Bulletins on these Grant Tools 
Main Office and Plant 
Branches Throughout California 


and The Mid-Continent 
Subsidiary: MacClatchie Manufacturing Company 


field Oil Corp.; Bud Geary,. Howard 


2042 E. Vernon, Los Angeles 11, Calif 


Supply Co.;Walt Kropf, Bethlehem 
Supply; George Stuart, Oil Well 
Supply ; Tex Moore, Hydril; Al Ka- 
varik, Macco Corporation ; Jerry Saf- 
ford, Sperry Sun; and Marty Zierer, 
Shaffer Tool Works. This too was 
a rugged assignment but was han- 
dled smoothly and expertly. Other 
kitchen aides were Laury Eakin, 
Oilfield Electric; Bill Frank and 
Howard Rodgers of CCMO Co,; 
Lawrence Palmer of Coline, and W. 
H. Bluhm, chairman of salad pre- 
paration. 


Under the chairmanship of C. W. 
White of M. O. Johnston Co., was 
the utensil looker afters, consisting 
of Jim Arthur, Shell; Ray Faulk, 
H. C. Smith Oil Tool Co.; Cy Stew- 
art, Baker Oil Tools; and Tex Fran- 
cis, mud engineer. Bean cookers 
were guided in their very essential 
task by Al Carrey, and consisted of 
four Shell people, to wit: Willis 
George, Walt Lupton, Harry Hei- 
miller, and Walt Isensee. Then there 
were the bread boys, directed by 
Fred Mercer, and including Cop 
Case and Clyde Compton from Co- 
noco; Don Priest from General Pe- 
troleum Corporation, and Les Stev- 
ens, from Shell. Alex McLean 
brewed the coffee with the help of 
Bill Pumphry, Harry Augustus, 
Vern Owens, and Jim Harrington. 


The Parking Committee was led 
by Fred Miller of Conoco whose 
helpers were J. L. Holloway, Bob 
Konkle, Orme Dwyer, M. L. Eddy, 
C. A. Olson, W. D. Buckley, Bill 
Stark, and T. Phillips. Music, and 
right good music too, was furnished 
by a strolling quintet from Ventura 
Junior High School, known as the 


“Hungry Five” and made up of 
Bob Ruggels, Victor Guder, Jackie 
Ellis, Kenneth Kiunke, Phillip Rob- 
bins and Earl H. Anderson. It was 
all very successful and very enjoy- 
able and perhaps in conclusion we 
ought to give a bouquet to Babe 
Doyle, the Hydril chap who depu- 
tized for Earl Daniels, arrange- 
ments chairman. Earl had to tear 
back into the Mid-Continent much 
to his distress about the time he 
was most needed but he had things 
pretty well lined up before he left 
so Babe was able to function with- 
out too much difficulty. 
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what's wrong with your wells? 


LOCKED-IN PRODUCTION? Open them up with Perfo- 
Jet! You get deep penetration, round, clean, accu- 
rately placed holes—and uniform results throughout 
the producing zone. 


TIGHT FORMATION? Prescribe Strata-Jet — the out- 
standing method of open-hole jet penetration. 
Strata-Jet penetrates producing formations for 
increased oil flow...makes acid jobs more effective 
...reduces cleanout time. Pressures and tempera- 
tures are no problems. 


WATER PROBLEMS or HIGH OIL-GAS RATIO? PTF Surveys 
diagnose pressure, temperature and flow conditions 
with pin-point accuracy. Readings are taken in 
equipment truck with instrument in well. Your de- 
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cisions can be made promptly. You are provided 
with a PTF chart record of the run. This boosts 
production efficiency and cuts well costs! 


JUNK IN THE HOLE? Pulvo-Jet—a new BJ Service 
Division development — is a down hole jet charge 
that pulverizes junk in the hole. Junk can be easily 
fished out, bailed out or sidetracked. 


Get BJ Service on the job...do the job right the first 
time! BJ Service crews are specialists — their professional 
knowledge, scientific equipment and skillful handling 
provide a quick and economical solution. BJ Service 
Division also includes bullet perforating, packer and bridge 
plug services. Call BJ Service...available around the 
clock in all California oil fields! 





Byron Jackson Co. 


Since 1872 
LOS ANGELES 54, CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles Basin: Phone JE 2596, JE 6171, 
Ext. 326 © San Joaquin Valley: Bakersfield 2-5911 
Coastal Districts: Phone (Ventura) Miller 3-1140 
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If the drilling industry is to car- 
ry out the assignment of drilling 
some 43,000 wells successfully dur- 
ing the year current, a great deal 
of planning will be necessary. Au- 
thor of these words is A. W. 
Thompson, president of the Ameri- 
can Association of Oilwell Drilling 
Contractors. He said the AAODC 
membership will need to use all of 
the organization’s programs to the 
utmost to assure that the job re- 
quired is consummated. Thompson 
expressed confidence that the pro- 
gram as requested by the Federal 
Government will be met, provided 
contractors receive enough material 
to fulfill the job. 

Brad Mills, executive vice presi- 
dent of the AAODC, recently re- 
marked that hope for a better turn 
in world events runs in every mind. 
He observed that if the current in- 
ternational situation improves, all 
contractors stand to share in an ex- 
panded search for oil. If it worsens, 
every contractor must be prepared 
to carry out at least normal drilling 
requirements under any handicaps 
that may develop. 


“In less than 10 years we have 
expanded our annual drilling pro- 
gram by about 10,000 wells,” he com- 
mented. “The contractor’s capacity 
to drill has been increased by an 
even greater margin. All of this 
constitutes a happy factor, since we 
may need to drill at an unprece- 
dented rate to meet emergency re- 
quirements.” 


Mills pointed out that the pro- 
gram to drill 43,000 wells during 
1951 has found wide acceptance, but 


completion of such a number will 
call for good management on the 
part of contractors and a sensible 
flow of materials to operators. Drill- 
ing rigs are available for finishing 
even a greater number of wells, but 
full utilization of these outfits is im- 
possible if they are forced to wait 
on casing and other materials in 
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short supply, the drilling executive 


added. 


The first of a series of field insti- 
tutes for toolpushers and other su- 
pervisory drilling personnel is un- 
der way in Odessa, Tex. The insti- 
tutes are conducted by trained per- 
sonnel from the University of Texas 
under AAODC sponsorship. 

E. W. Pauley of Los Angeles has 
entered a second contractual agree- 
ment with Thomas P. Pike Drilling 
Company covering the drilling of 
two new wells in northeastern Mex- 
ico. Drilling will be on ground 
where Pauley holds a _ concession 
from Petroleos Mexicanos, the Mex- 
ican Government oil agency. Loca- 
tion is 12 miles from Reynosa, state 
of Tamaulipas, just across the Texas 
border and 40 miles from the mouth 
of the Rio Grande. Pike already has 
sunk two wells for Pauley in this 
area. Operations are in charge of 
Toolpusher Joe Smith, with head- 
quarters at Raynosa. 

In Baja California, Pike Drilling 
Company de Mexico is about to spud 
San Angelo No. 1, following two 
months of preparatory work in get- 
ting equipment to the remote site 
and rigging up. The test is under 
contract for Petroleos Mexicanos in 
unproven territory. It is some 600 
miles below the California border 
and several miles inland from San 
Ignacio Lagoon. 

Start of activities awaited ship- 
ment by Pike of equipment. Equip- 
ment came from Long Beach har- 
bor and it had to be landed on the 
beach from barges and road bull- 
dozed inland to the drilling site. In- 
cluded was a 10,000-foot rig. 

Personnel of the drilling camp in 
recent days has grown to 60 per- 
sons. This staff takes in the Pike 
members and Mexican Government 
engineers. A Pemex representative 
currently has been purchasing ad- 


niractors 


ditional materials in Los Angeles 
for housing facilities. 

Indications are that Presidente 
Aleman and Senator Bermudez of 
Mexico will visit the location to be 
on hand at the time of spudding. 
The results of this test have attrac- 
ted the interest of the oil fraternity 
here and in both United States and 
Mexico. 

3rown Drilling Company of Long 
Beach announces that for the pres- 
ent time it is saying farewell to the 
American Independent Oil Company 
and the Saudi Arabia Kuwait neu- 
tral zone. Exploratory work for 


American Independent in that region 


has been suspended temporarily. 
The drilling organization has made 
public a letter from James McPher- 
son, vice president and general man- 
ager of American Independent. 

The letter was addressed to New- 
ell Hunnicutt, drilling superintend- 
ent, and reads as follows: 

“It is with regret that I see you 
and your drilling crew leave the 
Neutral Zone and Kuwait. I had 
hoped we would continue drilling 
but our people have decided to a- 
wait the outcome of our seismic 
survey before doing further drill- 
ing. I did not want you to leave, 
however, without my expressing to 
you and your present crew good 
will and appreciation for the fine 
work you and your whole drilling 
crew have done. It is my hope we 
shall be getting together again and 
in the not too distant future. If I 
may be of service to you or any of 
your boys, let me know.” 

3rown Drilling pointed to an op- 
erational record of some sort for 
distance between active rigs in Cali- 
fornia. Company rig No. 6 was drill- 
ing a Wood-Callahan well in the 
Torrance area and Rig No. 3 was 
drilling on Texaco’s Eureka job near 
the Oregon border. Distance be- 
tween the two outfits is about 725 
miles. 
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IF YOU COULD 
LOOK OVER 
HIS SHOULDER... 


If you could follow the progress of a re- 
finery construction job as it is handled by 
. watch the 


work progress from blueprint to finished 


the Procon organization . . 


plant, you would understand why Procon 
service assures you maximum value for 


every dollar invested. 


Here is a balanced organization of highly 
skilled personnel, thoroughly experienced 
in engineering, petroleum refining tech- 
nology, construction know-how and 
practical refinery operation. More- 

over, Procon is directed by an 


administrative group that has been work- 
ing together in refinery processing in- 
stallation and operation for many years. 
Thus every job receives the over-all bene- 
fit of strategic planning and resourceful 
thinking. 


Procon Incorporated offers a complete 
process construction service in the petro- 
leum refining and petro-chemical industry. 
The opportunity is here to acquire the 
services of a capable organization, un- 
usually well-grounded in practical experi- 
ence and technical knowledge. 


75 EAST JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO 4, ILLINOIS 
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Andrews Heads Coast A.P.I. 

Paul Andrews, of Signal Oil & 
Gas Co., Los Angeles, was elected 
Pacific Coast District Chairman of 
the American Petroleum Institute’s 
Division of Production at the group’s 
24th annual spring meeting in the 
Biltmore Hotel. 


Paul Andrews 


Andrews, chief production engi- 
neer for Signal Oil & Gas, succeeds 
E. C. Babson, of Union Oil Company 
of California, Los Angeles, as Dis- 
trict Chairman. During the past 
year, Andrews served as General 
Chairman under Babson. 

Vice Chairmen elected at this 
session were: C. C. Gandaubert, 
General Petroleum Corp., Los An- 
geles, Los Angeles Basin Area; W. 
T. Woodward, Woodward and Rey- 
nolds, Taft, South San Joaquin Val- 
ley Area; B. B. Grainger, Tide Wa- 
ter Associated Oil Co., Ventura, 
Coastal Area; and J. C. Chescheir, 
Jr., Tretolite Co., Coalinga, Coa- 
linga-Kettleman Area. 

Re-elected were C. T. Reichert, 
of The National Supply Co., Tor- 
rance, as Treasurer, and Mrs. Elsie 
Edmiston, of the American Petro- 
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leum Institute, Los Angeles, as Sec- 
retary. 

Advisory Committee members 
were elected as follows: 

M. W. Morris, Chairman Stand- 
ard Oil Co. of Calif., La Habra; 
M. B. Standing, Vice Chairman, 
California Research Corp., La Hab- 
ra; Paul Andrews, Signal Oil & Gas 
Co., Los Angeles; C. R. Allen, Conti- 
nental Oil Co., Los Angeles; L. L. 
Aubert, Bankline Oil Co., Los An- 
geles; C. R. Ball, Ball & Black Sup- 
ply Co., Los Angeles; John Bell, 
Humble Oil & Ref. Co., Los An- 
geles ; Lot Bowen, Western Gulf Oil 
Co., Los Angeles; L. A. Cranson, 
Honolulu Oil Corp., San Francisco; 
Chas. Dodson, University of South- 
ern California, San Marino; I. B. 
Doyle, Hydril Corp., Los Angeles; 
R. E. Foss, Barnsdall Div., Sunray 
Oil Corp., Los Angeles; A. W. Gen- 
try, Long Beach Oil Dev. Co., Long 
Beach; J. M. Grant, Loffland Bros. 
Co., Los Angeles; R. H. Green, Sig- 
nal Oil & Gas Co., Los Angeles; 
Sam Grinsfelder, Union Oil Co. of 
Calif., Los Angeles ; Don Hall, Great 
Lakes Carbon Co., Los Angeles; R. 
P. Huggins, Western Gulf Oil Co., 
Los Angeles; M. D. Hughes, Long 
Beach Harbor Dept., Long Beach; 
John Isaacs, Hillman - Kelley, Los 
Angeles; W. C. Johnson, Standard 
Oil Co; of Calit., ica Habra: B:. P. 
Kantzer, Union Oil Co. of Calif.; Los 
Angeles; D. S. Kilgour, Western 
Oil & Gas Assn., Los Angeles; Mor- 
timer Kline, Attorney-at-Law, Los 
Angeles; D. E. Koch, The Superior 
Oil Co., Los Angeles; R. N. Mce- 
Master, Chanslor-Canfield Midway 
Oil, Los Angeles; P. T. Martin, 
Hancock Oil Co. of Calif., Long 
Beach; E. W. Masters, Shell Oil Co., 
Inc., Los Angeles; R. D. Mont- 
gomery, Richfield Oil Corp., Los 
Angeles; Lee Osborne, Union Pa- 
cific Railroad, Los Angeles; E. K. 
Parks, Consultant, Los Angeles; E. 
A. Pellegrin, Macco Corp., Para- 
mount; J. R. Pemberton, Consult- 


ant, Los Angeles; J. H. Puls, The 
Texas Company, Los Angeles; E. E, 
Pyles, Jergins Oil Co., Long Beach; 
B. H. Robinson, General Petroleum 
Corp., Los Angeles; J. D. Robinson, 
Santa Fe Drilling Co., Santa Fe 
Springs; N. A. Rousselot, Seaboard 
Oil Co. of Dela., Los Angeles; G. O. 
Suman, Tide Water Associated Oil 
Co., Bakersfield; J. B. Sutherland, 
The Ohio Oil Co., Los Angeles; 
W. R. Wardner, Jr., Conservation 
Comm. of Calif. Oil Producers, Los 
Angeles; E. V. Watts, General Pe- 
troleum Corp., Vernon. 


Standard Announces 
Appointment of J. H. Thacher 


Standard Oil Company of Cali- 
fornia has announced the appoint- 
ment of J. H. Thacher to the po- 
sition of Executive Assistant to the 
Vice President. Thacher, formerly 
Standard’s Southern District pro- 
ducing manager, will handle work 
in connection with the Company’s 
Elk Hills operating contract with 
the Navy. 

Other personnel moves by Stand- 
ard’s Producing Department names 
W. C. Johnson as Manager, South- 
ern District; M. W. Morris, General 
Superintendent, Southern District; 
K. B. McNamara, District Petro- 
leum Engineer, Southern District. 


Appointment of Robert A. Laid- 
law to the board of directors of 
British-American Oil Producing Co. 
has been announced by W. K. 
Whiteford, president. 


Sunray Oil Corporation’s 13 di- 
rectors were reelected at the an- 
nual meeting of stockholders held 


in Wilmington, Delaware. W. C-. 
(Bill) Whaley, vice president and 
general manager of California op- 
erations of the company, was in- 
cluded in those elected to the board. 
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King Heads New 
Dept. at G.P. 


V. H. King has been appointed 
to the newly created position of 
Manager of General Petroleum Cor- 
poration’s Exploration Department, 
in a series of prorotions and trans- 
fers announced recently by C. M. 
Wagner, Director of Exploration. In 
his new post King will be respon- 
sible for the coordination and cor- 
relation of all activities of all di- 
visions of the department. Formerly 
Supervisor of Exploration in the 
Rocky Mountain District, he will 
now make his headquarters in the 
company’s head office building in 
Los Angeles. 





é& 
V. H. King 

K. A. Gorton, former Assistant 
Supervisor of Exploration in the 
Rocky Mountain District, will re- 
place King as Supervisor of Explora- 
tion, Rocky Mountain Division. His 
offices will continue to be in Casper, 
Wyoming. 

K. A. van der Weg and P. H. 
Gardett have been promoted to po- 
sitions in Los Angeles. van der Weg 
advances to the post of Supervisor 
of Geophysics, Los Angeles, from 
the same position in the Rocky 
Mountain Division, at Casper, Wyo- 
ming. He replaces N. R. Shade, who 
has retired. Gardett is the new As- 
sistant Supervisor of Exploration, 
California Division. He formerly 
was District Geologist, Los Angeles 
Basin. 

A. G. Alpha advances from Dis- 
tric Geologist, Montana, to Region- 
al Geologist, with offices in Cas- 
per Wyoming. 
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F. R. Reeves takes over the po- 
sition of Geophysicist, Rocky Moun- 
tain Division. Reeves, a new em- 
ployee, came to General Petroleum 
from the Western Geophysical Com- 
pany, and will make his headquar- 
ters in Casper, Wyoming. 

R. A. Howe advances to District 
Geologist, Northwest Colorado, from 
his previous position as Assistant 
Geologist, and will continue to make 
his headquarters in Craig, Colorado. 

J. E. Keenan has been transferred 
to Billings, Montana, headquarters 
as District Geologist, Montana. He 
formerly held the same position in 
Nerthwest Colorado and Western 
Wyoming. 

J. H. Casey, District Geologist, 
has been transferred from the East 
\Vyoming area to the same position 
in the Santa Maria District (Calif.). 


Roberts 
Honored 

With ceremonies befitting the oc- 
casion, H. H. (Bob) Roberts was 
recently presented with a pin mark- 
ing 35 years with Standard Oil Co. 
of California. 

The ceremonies were held in San 
Francisco and those on hand to con- 
gratulate Bob included Standard 
members from all branches of the 
Company. 

30b, one of the most popular oil 
men in the state, enjoys the respect 
and admiration of everyone who has 
been fortunate enough to shake his 
hand. 

He also was signally honored by 
a luncheon at the California Club 
in Los Angeles by the Penpushers, 
made up of oil writers. In addition 
to well wishes and the many toasts, 
Bob was showered with gifts rang- 
ing all the way from choice liquors 
and cigars to haberdashery. 

In case anyone doesn’t know it, 
Bob is public relations director for 
Standard in Southern California. 

Carl E. Totten, public relations 
expert for Shell Oil Company in 
Southern California and Arizona, 
addressed the members of the Los 
Angeles chapter, Desk and Derrick 
Club, at their regular monthly din- 
ner meeting May 15 at the Los An- 
celes Alexandria. His topic was 
“Industry Public Relations,” a sub- 
ject chosen to apprise club members 
with the Oil Information Committee 
program. 


American Meter Company 
Elects New Vice President 
In Charge of Sales 


Mr. C. Benson Dushane, Jr. has 
been elected Vice President in 
Charge of Sales of the American 
Meter Company, well known manu- 
facturers of meters, regulators and 
instruments for the measurement 
and control of gases. 





C. Benson Dushane, Jr. 


Mr. Dushane attended Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology 
and Johns-Hopkins University, and 
served as Naval Aviation Pilot in 
World War One. Following his 
Naval service, he engaged in sales 
work, joining the Sales Department 
of American Meter Company in 
1920. Prior to his election as Vice 
President, he was Manager of the 
Mid-West Sales Division of the 
Company, with offices in Chicago, 
Illinois. 


Mr. Dushane is President of the 
Keokuk Gas Service Company, Keo- 
kuk, Iowa, a Director of the Wis- 
consin Fuel and Light Company, 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin, and of the 
United Cities Utilities Company, 
Chicago, Illinois. He is associated 
with the American Gas Association, 
the Western Society of Engineers, 
the Southern Gas Association, and 
is past President of the Midwest 
Gas Association. 


It is anticipated that Mr. Dushane 
will move from Chicago to the Com- 
pany’s main office in Philadelphia in 
the near future. 
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TYPE B POWER SLIPS 
smooth pipe handling 





on round trips 


BJ TYPE B POWER SLIPS are another 
important BJ power development made to cut 
your drilling costs. Here’s why — 


FAST! Slips are pressure raised and pressure 
set at the touch of a foot pedal...pipe is pressure 
centered...slip ring floats free when making up 
or breaking out with the table... BJ] Power Slips 
swing in or out of operating position in a matter 
of seconds. 


COMPACT! A single husky pressure cylinder 
raises and lowers slips instantly ... offset arm 
construction increases work room... unitized 
slips are quickly changed for different drill pipe 
and casing sizes. 

SAFE! When BJ slips are set, arm ring clears 
top of rotary table by several inches — an im- 
portant safety point. Rugged BJ construction 
insures ample strength for the heaviest pipe 
strings. 


VERSATILE! The Type B handles 2%” to 7” 
drill pipe or casing by simply changing slips. 
It can be unitized with any rotary . . . is installed 
without substructure changes. 


See your nearby BJ Representative who has all 
the facts on Type B Power Slips. Write for 
Bulletin 450 describing Type B Slips in full 
detail. 
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Bailly, Capriles, Walker 
Speak at May Nomads 
Meeting 


An entertaining and _ instructive 
program was held the night of May 
9th at the Jonathan Club for the 
Los Angeles Nomads. Lee Laird, 
Baash-Ross Tool Co., presided and 
turned the gavel over to Bill Sar- 
gent of Sargent Engineering Co., 
who did a spendid job as Master 
of Ceremonies. 

Headliner of the evening was 
Florent H. Bailly, of Petroleum En- 
gineering Associates, Inc., Pasa- 
dena, and Pantepec Oil Company, 
Venezuela, who discussed our rela- 
tions with the Venezuelans and the 
means whereby oil could be used 
as a bond in Western Hemisphere 
solidarity. By examining our ideals 
and their ideals, we can find a meet- 
ing ground for common understand- 
ing, common substance and aspira- 
tions. Mr. Bailly pointed out. that 
the oil situation in the middle East 
makes it more essential than ever 
that a united Western front be at- 
tained. 

Consul Gilberto Capriles of Vene- 
zuela, with sixteen years of foreign 
service for his country, in Austria, 
Mexico, and now Los Angeles, de- 
scribed the physical and geographi- 
cal features of his country as com- 
pared with other nations. Senor Ca- 


New officers were elected by the Pacific Coast District of the American Petroleum Insti- 
tute’s Division of Production at the group’s 24th annual spring meeting in Los Angeles 
on May 10. Seated are Paul M. Andrews, of Signal Oil & Gas Co., Los Angeles, the 
new District Chairman, and Mrs. Elsie Edmiston, of the American Petroleum Institute, 
re-elected secretary. Standing, left to right. are Vice Chairman B. B. Grainger, Tide 
Water Associated Oil Co., Ventura, Coastal Area; Vice Chairman C. C. Ganduabert, 
General Petroleum Corp., Los Angeles, Los Angeles Basin Area; W. T. Woodward, of 
Woodward & Reynolds, Taft, South Joaquin Valley Area, and J. C. Donnell, II, president 
of the Ohio Oil Company, Findlay, O., and API vice president for the Division of Pro- 
duction. J. C. Chescheir, Jr., Tretolite Co., Coalinga, vice chairman for the Coalinga- 
Kettleman Area, and C. T. Reichert, of The National Supply Co., Torrance, Treasurer, 
were not present when this photo was taken. 





priles gave a detailed picture of the 
resources of Venezuela which cer- 
tainly holds real promise for the 
years to come. 


Murray Walker, just returned 
from a trip for Lane Wells through- 
out Latin America, gave a capsule 
picture of business possibilities in 
each of the South American nations. 
The general conclusion was that 
business is good and will be much 
better later in the year, particularly 
in Brazil, Columbia, and possibly 
Peru. 


To start off the meeting Ernie 
Fowks, pinch-hitting for Hi Cassidy 
who was ill, inducted new members, 
into the Nomads. These were, for 
regular members, Robert Gaylord 
of Wagner-Morehouse, Inc. and C. 
Edward Van Loozen of Webb Wil- 
son Oil Tools. New associate mem- 
bers are Paul Bowen and Dante 
Siracusa, both of S. R. Bowen Co. 


One foreign guest attended the 
meeting, Walter Elliott, Jr., of San- 
ta Fe Drilling Co. Domestic guests 
were Dave Carnahan of Emsco Der- 
rick and Equipment Co. R. A. 


New members inducted at May Los Angeles Nomads meeting were, left to right: C. 

Edward Van Loozen, Web Wilson Oil Tools; Robert Gaylord, Wagner-Morehouse, Inc.; 

E. B. Fowks, Emsco Derrick and Equipment Co., who inducted the new members; Paul 
Bowen, S. R. Bowen Co.; Dante Siracusa, S. R. Bowen Co. 
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Powell of Santa Fe Drilling Co., 
and “Curly” Working, retired oil 
man. 
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You’ve only to look into a Fluor Counterflo Cooling 


] 
You ve hea re of Tower for the proof of quality—quality of design, of 
F L U re) R Q u A L : TY manufacture, of performance, and of appearance. The 
points illustrated below are just a few of the many features 
| that have earned Fluor Towers their enviable reputation 
eoehere’s proof ° 


for quality —compare them when next you buy or specify. 





GRID DECKS DRIFT ELIMINATORS STACK and FAN ASSEMBLY DISTRIBUTING SYSTEM 


DOUBLE-WALL SHEATHING 


TOWER STRUCTURE 






WRITE FOR FREE TECHNICAL ARTICLES: 
“Cooling Tower Studies,” “Cooling 
Tower Maintenance,” “Evaluating 
Cooling Tower Performance.” 






LF 


a 


BE SURE WITH ‘fi. 
THE FLUOR CORPORATION, LTD., 2500 soutH aTLANTIC BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES 22, CALIFORNIA 


New York, Chicago, Boston, Pittsburgh, Tulsa, Houston, San Francisco, Birmingham, Calgary. 
REPRESENTED JN THE STERLING AREAS BY: Head Wrightson Processes Ltd., Teesdale House, Baltic Street, London, E.C.I., England 
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Fluor Announces 
New Appointments 

A series of recent promotions at 
The Fluor Corporation, Ltd., Los An- 
geles constructors and engineers, 
have resulted in new titles for three 
men located at the home plant. 

Robert L. Merrick, former man- 
ager of engineering, has been ap- 
pointed manager of engineering and 
construction, according to D. W. 
Darnell, president of the corpora- 
tion. A graduate of the Armour In- 
stitute of Technology, Chicago, Mer- 
rick has had long experience in the 
steel and power industries. 

New appointments also went to 
John Marshall and Frank G. Craw- 
ford. Marshall becomes the man- 
ager of engineering, while Crawford 
assumes the duties of chief engineer- 
mechanical. 

A graduate of Colorado School of 


R. L. Merrick 


Mines, Marshall obtained his early 
schooling in Lawrenceville, Ill. He 
has had wide experience with the 
petroleum industries, and prior to 
his promotion was chief engineer- 
mechanical for Fluor. 

Crawford was educated in Pasa- 
dena, attending John Muir, Pasa- 


John Marshal 


F. G. Crawford 


dena high school, and graduating 
from the California Institute of 
Technology. Prior to coming to 
Fluor he was associated with the 
Union Oil Company. At present he 
is the project manager for the 
Atomic Energy Commission’s plant 
being built by Fluor at Arco, Idaho. 





Dick Shaner, New York office of 
the American Petroleum Institute’s 
information committee, is given con- 
siderable credit for the marvelous 
publicity job he did on the recent 
API production meeting in Los An- 
geles. Details on happenings were 
given in detail by the press to mem- 
bers of the oil industry and the in- 
terested general public. 


Oilman George Ring’s stable is 
expected to do great things at the 
current race meet at Hollywood 
Park, Inglewood. The Ring’s new 
trainer, George Mayberry, has all 
horses looking very fit. Fleet Rings 
has finally regained her form after 
stomach poisoning that almost cost 
the $46,000 filly her life. War Rings 
appears to be a stake winner if he 
stays sound. 


Miss Gene Hurley has set her 
wedding to Julien Jensen Jr., for late 
summer. Miss Hurley holds a de- 
gree in geology and is an oil scout 
in the geological department of 
Richfield Oil Corp. at Bakersfield. 
During the last war Jensen served 
as a B-29 pilot in the U. S. Army 
Air Force. 


Signal Oil & Gas Company’s Ron- 
ald Heath has been named a vice 
president of the Natural Gasoline 
Association of America. 
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Los Rancheros Visitadores, which 
includes several members of the 
California Oil fraternity, ended their 
week-long trek from Santa Barbara 
to the Santa Ynez Valley following 
a farewell breakfast at their perma- 
nent camp, Rancho Juan y Lolita, 
attended by some 650 from 30 states, 
the largest ever so far held by the 
group. Before saying adios, Los 
Rancheros officials crowned Kenneth 
Curtis of Chicago as trap shooting 
champion. He replaced George O’- 
Brien, vice president of Standard of 
California. Curtis shot 24 out of 25 
to win the title. 


A tanker has been rechristened 
for David E. Day, vice president in 
charge of manufacturing for Rich- 
field Oil. The company’s tankship 
SS Coxcomb Hill was renamed the 
SS David E. Day in ceremonies at 
the Long Beach marine terminal. 
A luncheon also in honor of Day 
was held at Perino’s Restaurant in 
Los Angeles, at which Richfield’s 
president, Charles S. Jones, was 
host. A scale model of the ship 
was presented to the vice president 
by Richfield refinery employees at 
Watson. 


Last rites for Allen R. Harris, 43, 
president of the Chase Steel & Sup- 
ply Company of Los Angeles, were 
held in Long Beach. Mr. Harris col- 
lapsed and died while standing be- 
fore the tomb of the Unknown Sol- 
dier in Arlington, Va. 


Following the Kentucky Derby at 
Louisville, Bob Lytle flew to New 
York City where he spent some time 
before returning to Los Angeles. 
Bob made the trip to Louisville 
with Russ Havenstrite in the Hav- 
enstrite’s airplane. 


J. R. (Bill) Pemberton, one of 
California oil industry’s favorites, 
was made a godfather when Silsby 
Spalding Pelissero was christened 
at All-Saints-by-the-Sea Episcopal 
Church in Montecito. Bill was a 
close friend of the infant’s late 
grandfather, Silsby M. Spalding. 


Tevis Morrow, leading independ- 
ent oil producer, and Mortimer 
Kline, legal oil specialist, have re- 
turned from a short business visit 
to Dallas, Texas. Before coming 
westward four years ago, Morrow 
maintained headquarters in the Tex- 
as city. 

Included among the 385 entries 
at the recent Long Beach National 
Horse Show were those from the 
William Keck, Jr., hunting and 
jumping stable. The show was a 
great success. FE. L. Decker, widely 
known oil field supplyman, is presi- 
dent of the Long Beach National 
Horse Show Association, sponsor of 
the event. He announced that pro- 
ceeds of the show were donated to 
a welfare project for boys. 
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‘notty problem ? 


WIELSOM knows the wrinkles 
for removing drill pipe KINKS! 


No matter how well rebuilt a tool joint 
is, bent drill pipe is bad business. That’s why 
WILSON gives extra care to pipe straighten- 
ing before reconditioning any joint. It’s a 
WILSON bonus without extra cost that insures 
more life, more satisfaction from every pipe 

length serviced. 
If tool joints are badly worn, 
WILSsON’s resleeving restores roundness, re- 
news true, full gauge and gives strength 
equal to or greater than new. Generous beads 
MACHINING S aa of hard-facing skillfully applied according to 
a 3 approved techniques insure maximum footage 

FORGING 7 in the hole. 
. Whatever your oil field equipment re- 
HEAT-TREATING pairs or fabrication requirements, WILSON 
has the tools, the craftsmen and the largest 
WELDING machine shop facilities in the Ventura Area. 
F = It’s your nearest source for quality workman- 
HARD-FACING => ship and we save you long hauls, extra freight 
= charges and unnecessary downtime ! 


ASSEMBLING 

Call... 
TESTING 
FABRICATING 


SPECIAL SERVICES 


816 N. Ventura Ave. 
VENTURA, CALIFORNIA 
Phone Miller 3-5407 
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R. M. PYLES BOYS AND GIRLS CAMP 


R. M. PYLES, President 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


S. F. BOWLBY W. G. McCOMISKEY J. M. HILLMAN 
Shell Oil Company Signal Hill Electric Co. Hillman-Kelley, Inc. 

F. HUNTSINGER L. C. GRAVES A. C. RUBEL 
Ventura Tool Co. Southwest Exploration Co. Union Oil Company 


R. C. SCHWEITZER 


F, E. FAIRFIELD G. C. PILKINGTON : 
: , ; Southwest Exploration Co. 
The Oil Tool Corporation The Texas Company Ww. A. SMITH 
P. S. MAGRUDER R. H. GREEN W. A. Smith and Company 
General Petroleum Corp. Signal Oil & Gas Co. W. C. WHALEY 
J. E. GOSLINE R. M. PYLES Sunray Oil Company 
Standard Oil Company Southwest Exploration Co. Barnsdall Division 





CHAIRMAN OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 
S. F. BOWLBY 


Ear BSA ABR NTR ONS Sa tracts AE INTEL RITE, Sasi nat dana ean ec eae 


LOS ANGELES COUNTY FINANCE Froome, C.—Union Oil Company 
Hanline, W. R.—British-American Oil Producing Company | 
CHAIRMAN, LOREN HILLMAN Hertel, F. W.—Tide Water Associated Oil Company ‘ 


Brean 


App, M. S.—General Petroleum Corporation ye “4 pi a ig: ag 
Aubert, L. L.—Bankline Oil Company Krieger, W. K.—Richfield Oil Company 
Brown, E. C.—Brown Drilling Company Loomis, W. H.—Texas Oil Company 

Cassidy, J. A.—Wonderly Construction Company McLean, A.—General Petroleum Corporation 
Chancellor, M. C.—Chancellor and Ogden, Inc. , Messer, J. A.—Security Engineering Compan 
Daniels, E. M.—Hydril Corporation of California Miller. F D,.eusineel OM Ge 5 pany 
Davis, L. W.—Consolidated Western Steel Corporation eae ae pany 


: : Moore, T. B.—Chief of Police, Santa Paula 
Decker, E. L_—Martin-Decker Corporation ibis > 
Fairfield, F. E.—Independent Pruitt, A~—McCullough Tool Company 


. Robinson, C. W.—Chief of Police. Ojai 
Geis, W. H.—Wm. Thornbury, Inc. 4 ‘ ; 
Goertz, W. F.—Axelson Manufacturing Company reining “e Onarga Oil Company 
Green, R. H.—Signal Oil and Gas Company i. . See 


: ‘ Taylor, S. G.—Chief of Police, Ventura 
Hamilton, H. R.—Huntington State Company “i he ae . 
Hillman, J. M.—Hillman-Kelley, Inc. White, C. C—M. O. Johnson Oil Field Service 


Hillman, H.H.—California Production Service White, H C.—Republic Supply Company 
Hillman, L. L.—Loren L. Hillman, Inc. 


PSeE aca 


Se ae ore 


Kohlbush, H. S.—Independent KERN COUNTY FINANCE CHAIRMAN 

Lacey, J. A——Lacey Trucking Company JACK BEACH 

McMullen, C. W.—McMullen Construction Company ‘ : 

Pridy, W. B.—Oil Tool Corporation Agamononi, A. H.—Hillman-Kelley, Inc. 

Pyles, R. M.—Southwest Exploration Company Beach, J. H.—Independent Exploration Company 
Rubel, A. C.—Union Oil Company Bender, E. A.—Independent 

Shehorn, O. E.—Oil Tool Corporation Brown, R. I.—Standard Oil Company 

Taves, F. G—Schlumberger Well Surveying Company Comstock, W. S.—Franco-Western Oil Company 
Thomas, J. V.—Natural Gas Equipment Company Dunlap, R. W.—Dunlap Welding & Bit Works, Inc. 
Tyler, F.L—Reed Roller Bit Company Premo, C. O.—San Joaquin Valley Oil Producers Assn. 
Wardner, W. R., Jr.—Independent Qualman, J.—Trico Oil and Gas Company 

Watson, C. P.—Seaboard Oil Company of Delaware Reid, E. C-——Gene Reid Drilling Company 

Whaley, W. C.—Sunray Oil Company, Barnsdall Division Rickard, H. E.—Independent Exploration Company 
Wonderly, M. C—Wonderly Construction Co. Roberts, L. P.—Hoyt Drilling Company 


Russell, R. G.—Bishop Oil Company 
Schmieder, F. R.—Shell Oil Company 


VENTURA & SANTA BARBARA COUNTIES Sneniieny, &, |—~Gmedinny, tac. 


FINANCE CHAIRMAN, FRITZ HUNTSINGER Stansbury, H. M.—Stansbury, Inc. 
Suman, G. O.—Tide Water Associated Oil Company 
Clark, J. E—Shell Oil Company Toth, F. J.—Shell Oil Company 


Durley, L. H.—Sheriff, Ventura County Townsend, C. W.—Standard Oil Company of California 
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R. M. Pyles Boys’ and Girls’ 
Camp to Start Another 
Year on June 18th 


For some 234 boys in Southern 
California, summer will begin in a 
new and breath-taking way this 
year. 

On June 18th the R. M. Pyles 
3oys’ and Girls’ Camp opens for 
business at Lloyd Meadows, six 
miles from the end of the road at 
Quaking Aspen, high in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains back of Porter- 
ville, California. 

Day after day this winter, the oil 
industry men who sponsor these 
outings for underprivileged boys 
have put together the many items 
that make the camp a reality. In- 
cluding good, hard cash, it takes a 
big variety of people and things to 
make the plan click. 

Director of the camp this year is 
Elwood Mitchell, Superintendent of 
Physical Education and Camping 
for Santa Clara County. Along with 
the camp cook, he is the only paid 
member of the camp staff. 

A full week’s fun is scheduled 
for each of the boys who will come 
to the camp twenty at a time. But 
they will work too, taking turns 


serving food and keeping the camp 
trim and orderly. 

Food for the 234 hungry boys is 
a sizeable item alone. For part of 
the meat requirements, three prize 
steers have been fattening down 
Huntington Beach way under the 
watchful eye of R. M. Pyles, presi- 
dent and founder of the camp. And, 
according to Pyles, in addition to 
this beef it will take sizeable 
amounts of ham, bacon and fish to 
satisfy the boys’ apetites. To bring 


other fresh foods to the camp means 


daily trips with pack mules from 








Quaking Aspen, where all supplies 
first must be delivered by the camp 


truck. 


Transportation for the boys from 
the Los Angeles area is provided 
by an ex-school bus. Horses for 
camp use during the summer also 
have been taken to Quaking Aspen, 
as has a big stack of hay to feed 
pack mules and horses. To top off 
all these transportation services, an 
airplane has been donated for the 
camp’s use by one of the oil industry 


sponsors. 


ee 


The five-passenger Cessna that has been made available for use by the Camp by one 
of the sponsors. 





Automotive transportation includes a school bus, a panel truck Meat on the hoof. Raised by Bob Pyles, who stands in the back- 


and a horse truck and trailer. The latter transports five animals 


per trip. 


ground, the three steers pictured represent the beef supply for 


the Boys Camp this season. 





oe 


Here is the remuda of horses and a lone mascot pack mule that the boys will ride while in camp. The riders shown are Girl 
and Boy Scouts on a recent exercising outing. 
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(Continued from Page 8) 


the results obtained,each of us would 
immediately scream to high heaven 
for relief. 


The necessity for fundamental 
regulations cannot be questioned. 
Our structural, mechanical, electri- 
cal, sanitation and other basic codes 
must not only be maintained but 
kept current. These regulations 
must not only be formed and en- 
forced by qualified engineers but 
they must also be protected from 
encroachment by unscrupulous 
manufacturers, safety societies and 
politicians. Our place is in the form- 
ing of such regulations. Do not pass 
this responsibility on to your safety 
supervisor or fire marshal. There 
can be no question if you will study 
the safety orders of this State and 
compare them to some of our basic 
construction, mechanical and electri- 
cal codes, that you will quickly real- 
ize their shortcomings and the total 
lack of sound engineering applica- 
tion. The cause of this has been a 
passive attitude by professional en- 
gineers because of the extreme appli- 


a trim, tight structure. 


site. 


Write for complete data. 


CALCO DIVISION 
2610 Seventh St. 
Berkeley 10, Calif. 


Construction Approved: Uniform Building Code 








THIS BUILDING ‘“Pinches Your Pennies” 


Armco Srtee.ox Buildings are just naturally thrifty. 
You first notice it during erection. Costs are sur- 
prisingly low. Just a few unskilled men quickly erect 


Then you'll discover that you spend less for main- 
tenance. SteeLox Buildings are all-metal. There is 
nothing to go wrong — nothing to crack, warp or rot. 
No obsolescence either. Your building can easily be 
expanded with standard parts or moved to a new 


Try Stee.ox for offices, shops and other needs. 


ARMCO DRAINAGE & METAL PRODUCTS, INC. 


6155 S. Malt Ave. 
Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


ARMCO STEELOX BUILDINGS 


cation made of these orders by safety 
men and enforcing agencies. 


May I now invite you gentlemen 
back into this work, and with a firm 
conviction to right some of these 
ridiculous regulations which are 
swiftly regimenting all of us. True 
and intelligent application of safety 
is admirable, but trial and error 
methods with quick assumptions are 
ridiculous and should have no place 
in our employment. Safety through 
engineering and not separately is 
the thought I wish to leave with 
you because it is my firm convic- 
tion at this time that safety and fire 
protection engineers need the assist- 
ance of the professional engineer 
more than the professional engineer 
needs the assistance of safety and 
fire protection engineers. However, 
both are necessary and have their 
place in our present employment and 
if properly coordinated, a safe place 
of employment will be the result. 


If you engineers and plants super- 
intendents will accept this assign- 
ment of safety and protection ad- 
ministered through you and in your 








plant duties, then there can be no 
question that safety will develop in 
your work and under your super- 
vision. If you agree with me on 
this, then clearly state your con- 
viction to your management and 
personnel. By doing this, you will 
have taken the first step necessary 
in promoting safety and protection 
for everybody. 
x * 

Delivered before C.N.G.A. Meeting 
of May 3, 1951 by Mr. J. J. Patterson, 
Asst. Manager, Insurance Depart- 
ment, Richfield Oil Corporation. 
























Tulare County 
Wildcats Fail 


Congress Petroleum Company 
deepened its Congress No. 1 wild- 
cat in the Terra Bella area from 
1212 ft. to 1295 ft. and got a little 
production. However, the well was 
not up to commercial standards and 
was abandoned on Sec. 22-22s-27e. 
Mid-Valley Corporation’s Hudson 
Fay No. 2 on Sec. 24-22s-27e north- 
east of Terra Bella was abandoned 
at a depth around 900 ft. 

























‘“‘WHERE WERE 
YOU LAST AUG. 7 
AT 3:45 P.M.2’’ 

















“DRILLING AT 
5,321 FEET, 
YOUR HONOR” 
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Yes, sir, with Geolograph Mechanical Well 
Logging Service on the job, you keep up to the 
minute — know where you are all the time! 
You get the necessary information as you drill. 
It's complete enough for any job — yet reason- 
able enough for the small operator. 


ABILENE, HOUSTON, ODESSA & WICHITA FALLS, TEX. * CASPER, WYO. 
SHREVEPORT & BATON ROUGE, LA. * BAKERSFIELD, CALIF. 
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SEED tHe GEOLOGRAPH CO. 1n°. 


P. O. Box 1291 











Oklahoma City 1, Okle 
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Feld Dew 





Los Angeles Basin 


Castaic Test 
May Add Work 

Although at the present time Cas- 
taic Oil Company’s Mary Austin 
No. 1 is inactive at 3648 ft. on the 
Paradise Ranch, further work may 
be initiated and the Miocene tested. 
The venture is not far from Castaic 
in Sec. 28-6n-17w. At Castaic, Hum- 
ble Oil & Refining Company’s N.L. 


& F. No. 5 is poking below 9800 
ft. nn 

Whittier 

Try Fishing 


Fishing junk is the latest word on 
Los Nietos Company’s Whittier 
Crude No. 1 on Sec. 22-2s-1lw in 
the Whittier area. The well cur- 
rently is down 3270 ft. North of 





, 


Standard Oil Company's Vickers No. 218 in the Baldwin Hills field. Afternoon crew, 


Whittier Heights, Sam Kubetz is 
making hole ahead at an _ incon- 
clusive level with his Kline No. 1 
on Sec. 11-2s-llw. 


Beach Well 
Drills Ahead 

In the Huntington Beach field, 
Charles E. Black’s Black Palm No. 
1 on Sec. 10-6s-11w is continuing to 
make headway with the drill at a 
depth of 4850 ft. Signal Oil & Gas 
Company has staked Signal-Bolsa 
No. 152 on Sec. 29-5s-11w. 


Del Valle 
Try Cased 

Newhall Land & Farming Com- 
pany’s So-Cal No. 1 on Sec. 21-4n- 

i al 

my 
ai 
tal 

' 


ol 


right: Red Fox, helper: C. H. Perry, helper: Lon Cook, helper: T. E. Faughn, derrick; 
Sam Sorenson, driller. 
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17w in the Del Valle area has ce- 
mented casing at 7135 ft. on plug. 
Total bottom is 8032 ft. Southern 
California Petroleum is redrilling at 
5900 ft. with Handy No. 1 on Sec. 
18-4n-17w. The company’s N.L. & 
F. No. 1 on Sec. 20-4n-17w is dig- 
ging at 6970 ft. SCP with R. E. 
Bering is about ready to commence 
their Miller-Sanger No. 1 on Sec. 
34-3n-17w at Canoga Park. 





Aliso Canyon 
Wildcat Tests 

In the Aliso Canyon area, Carl- 
ton Beal has redrilled to 7729 it. 
with his Mission Adrian No. 1 on 
Sec. 34-3n-l6w and is testing. The 
well went originally to 9841 ft. The 
7-in. is set on bottom. Edwin Wen- 
dell Pauley is redrilling at 7720 ft. 
with Wigdal No. 1 test on Sec. 19- 
3n-l6w. 


Kagel Canyon 
Wildcat Drills 

In Kagel Canyon near Little Tu- 
junga, E. L. Doheny’s E.L.D.-De- 
Mille No. 1 is making rapid time 
with the drill through shallower for- 
mations. The derrick stands on Sec. 
5-2n-1l4w. C. W. Colgrove’s 
Schwandt No. 46 on Sec. 23-7n-1l4w 
in Antelope Valley has reached 2300 
ft. and is drilling deeper. 


Northridge 
Lease Area 

In the Northridge-Canoga Park 
area of the San Fernando Valley, 
Richfield Oil Corporation has leased 
more than 800 acres to date in a 
townlot area. The company tenta- 
tively has selected a location for an 
initial test well on the Perry Mul- 
holland citrus ranch, which is south- 
west of the Granada Hills where 
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Standard drilled its Woo No. 1 dus- 
ter some months ago. Texas Com- 
pany and Fred Hammer have taken 
a few leases in the area generally. 


Newhall 
Well In 

Tevis F. Morrow, who has op- 
erated with great success in Cali- 


fornia fields since coming to the 
West Coast four years ago from 
Texas, has chalked up another pro- 
ducer on Newhall townsite. His 
Grayson No. 1, a west offset on Sec. 
|-3n-16w to Talisman Oil’s new pool 
on Braille Institute land, flowed 25 
gravity oil at the initial rate of 25 
barrels daily from 3370 ft. Casing 
is set at 3300 ft. Talisman Oil’s 
Braille No. 2 on the section at last 
reports was swabbing from 3648 ft. 
The company has staked Waltz Can- 


yon Comm. No. 2 on Sec. 2-3n- 
low. Returning to Morrow, the 


Texas and California operator, has 
acquired the properties of Gordon 
Oil Company, Nelson Phillips Oil 
Company and the King Oil & Gas 
Company in the Placerita field. Em- 
braced by the properties are some 
400 acres currently producing 2500 
barrels daily. The deal involved 
about $6,000,000. Morrow has map- 
ped out an extensive development 
program for the properties calling 
for an expenditure of at least $1,- 


500,000. 


Wilmington 
Test Starts 

O. F. Darling of Beverly Hills 
has started a 4500-ft. test well in 
the Wilmington area. Location is 
no great distance northeast of the 
intersection of Lomita street and 
Wilmington avenue. The late Wal- 
ter J. Crown, petroleum engineer, 
studied the area and reported favor- 
ably on production possibilities 
there. An earlier test well was 
drilled on the same property west of 
the new job in 1931 by the York- 
Smullin Oil Company of Santa Fe 
Springs. Showings in this project 
encouraged Darling to embark upon 
the new well. 
Canoga Park 
Well Pumping 

Canoga Oil Company has finaled 
on the pump its Knapp No. 1 wild- 
cat on Sec. 4-In-17w at Canoga 
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Park. The well pumped initially at 
the rate of one barrel of 38 gravity 
oil daily from 225 ft. 


Colton 
Job Digs 

In the vicinity of Colton in San 
Bernardino County, John W. Bra- 
shears is continuing to prospect 
ahead with Dana No. 1 on Sec. 26- 
1s-5w below 2300 ft. What may have 
been encountered of interest to date 
has not been announced officially. 


Dow Gets 
Harbor Lease 


Dow Chemical Company has ob- 
tained a 10-year lease on 57,000 
square feet of property on the north 
side of Terminal Island. The lease 
was granted by the Los Angeles 
Harbor Commission and the city 
will receive $103,000 for the lease. 





Placerita 
Job Begins 

Texcal Oil & Refining Company 
is ready to begin operations on its 
Willhoit No. 2 on Sec. 3-3n-15w in 
the Placerita area. Location is a 
short distance to the north and east 
from the Harold E. and John D. 
Willhoit No. 1, which was finished 
last year at 1175 ft. for a little pro- 
duction. 


Orange County 
Drilling Scene 


Shell Oil at last reports was re- 
drilling below 5000 ft. with its Ir- 
vine Four No. 51-130 on Sec. 5-7s- 
9w in the Corona Del Mar area of 
Orange County. Shell’s Irvine One 
No. 44-166 on Sec. 11-7s-9w in the 
San Joaquin Hills is down 9121 ft. 
and fishing drill pipe. Jergins Oil’s 
Banning No. 1 is a new pumper from 
3593 ft. on Sec. 29-6s-10w in the 
West Newport area. Accurate pro- 
duction gauge was not yet available 
at this writing. South of Anaheim, 
Sunray Oil Corporation has pulled 
out of its Foiles No. 1 on Sec. 22- 
4s-10w. Prospecting went as deep 
as 4700 ft. Idle at a plugged depth 
approximating 4600 ft. is the last 
word on Sunview Oil’s Sunset 
Heights No. 1 on Sec. 29-5s-1lw at 
Sunset Beach. Original bottom is 
6248 ft. 


Bottom-Hole trash 
from Drilling or 
Remedial Wor 
cannot clog/ 
pumps!... 









pump - powered 
filters 


RETAINS JUNK AND TRASH 
CONTROLS SAND FLOW TO 
THE PUMP. SEPARATES GAS! 














743 —. WILLOW ST., LONG BEACH 
CALL: LB 48203 ¢ BAKERSFIELD 24247 


24 Hour Service 


Mgcile <orvcrsve 


—\ Available at your pump or f= 
supply company. \- 
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90 EVES .»+ Field reports on 


Axelson Hydraulic Pumping unit 
operation show that definitely 
increased production 

has made possible the 

recovery of the entire 

cost of some 

installations in less 

than 90 days. Ask an 

Axelson expert. 
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Bartholomaus 
Venture Sited 


Still a location at this writing js 
the Bell Petroleum Company Du- 
bois Co. No. 1 on Sec. 6-2n-14w at 
3artholomaus Canyon. W. W. 
Bush’s Bush Bar No. 1 on the same 
section is on the pump at 2988 ft. 
Production rate is an operating sec- 
ret. 


Oil Terminal 
Restrictions 


Coast guard officials have put in 
effect the first restrictions since the 
second World War upon visitors to 
vital port facilities at Los Angeles 
Harbor. No one now may enter the 
Time Oil Terminal area at Berth 
120, in the west basin, without prop- 
er credentials issued through Com- 
mander David H. Bartlett, acting 
captain of the port. The Time Oil 
Terminal is handling great quanti- 
ties of high test aviation gasoline 
and oil being shipped to United 
States forces in the Korean war 
zone. 





Comanche Pt. 
Try Digging 

Cliff E. Zillgitt and James H. 
McCue are making hole at an in- 
conclusive depth with their Um- 
phres No. 1 explorer on Sec. 33-12n- 
18w near Comanche Point, Kern 
County. Zillgitt, in his individual 
right, is preparing to rig heavier 
equipment to Morris No. 1 on Sec. 
4-11n-18w to carry the project on 
down from present level at 1433 ft. 
The well is at Tejon Hills. East of 
the hills, LeRoy C. Gould, operator, 
is digging at 580 ft. with Ranch 
No. 24-1 on Sec. 24-11n-18w. 


Pennington 
Wildcat Quits 


All tests were wet with the result, 
Harry H. Magee, Operator, has giv- 
en up his Brady No. 1 wildcat on 
Sec. 28-17n-le in the Pennington 
area of Sutter County. D. D. Feld- 
man Oil & Gas Company has two 
jobs in the initial stages at Marys- 
ville Buttes. They are Marysville 
Comm. One No. 1 on Sec. 2-14n-3e, 
Sutter County, and Farm Lands No. 
1 on Sec. 7-13n-4e, Yuba County. 
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San Joaquin Valley 


Bear Valley 
Wildcat Gnaws 

D. D. Feldman Oil & Gas Com- 
pany’s Woodward & Reynolds USL 
No. 1 wildcat in Bear Valley is 
gnawing deeper at 2000 ft. on Sec. 
14-16s-7e, San Benito County. Till- 
man B. Hess of Paicinas has started 
Syncline No. 1 on Sec. 31-16s-17e 
in the Ciervo Anticline area. 


Santos Creek 
Wildcat Staked 


An interesting field development 
in Kern County was the staking by 
E. T. Willard of his Santos No. 1 
wildcat on Sec. 32-28s-20e in the 
Santos Creek area. This is about 
one-half mile south of Independent 
Exploration’s Santos No. 1, which 
was relegated to history last April 
at a depth of 3118 ft. 


Cuyama Valley 
Wildcat Scene 

Signal Oil & Gas Company is rig- 
ging its Signal-Harrington No. 1 
wildcat on Sec. 24-11n-28w on a 
160-acre lease north of the Russell 
Ranch field in Cuyama Valley. Lo- 
cation falls between the Russell 
Ranch and Trans- Oceanic Oil’s 
Mackie No. 1 test drilling below 
1950 ft. on Sec. 19-11n-27w. Rich- 
field Oil’s Russell No. C-2 on Sec. 
10-10n-26w, seven miles east of the 
Russell Ranch is drilling below 12,- 
400 ft., a record depth for jobs in 
Cuyama Valley. Seaboard Oil’s 
Seaboard - Richfield - Kirschenmann 
No. 78-22 on Sec. 22-10n-26w has 
been completed on the pump for 200 
barrels of 44 gravity oil daily from 
10,097 ft. The well is about three 
and one-half miles northeast of the 
South Cuyama field and its perform- 
ance so far chalks up the fifth field 
discovered in the valley. Approxi- 
mately 1000 acres held on lease joint- 
ly by Richfield and Seaboard on a 
50-50 basis surround the discovery. 
Land south of the producer is held 
by Richfield on the Perkins lease 
and to the north on company prop- 
erty on its Russell Ranch lease. The 
7-in. casing has been cemented at 
4561 ft. in R. B. Watkins Luce No. 1 
test on Sec. 14-11n-28w. Drilled to 
a present depth of 4756 ft., commer- 


SECOND ISSUE, MAY, 1951 


cial success there would constitute a 
sixth discovery for Cuyama. 
Avenal 
Try Digs 

Dumm Bros. Pet. Corp. of Long 
Beach is drilling below 1100 ft. with 
its Kreyenhagen No. 1 exploratory 
venture in the Avenal area, Sec. 32- 
22s-l6e, Fresno County. Elmer C. 
von Glahn has location staked for 
Coleman Comm. No. 1 on Sec. 8- 
17s-20e northeast of Riverdale. 
Carrizo Plains 
Wildcat Drills 

Navy Oil Company at last reports 
was drilling below 800 ft. with its 
interesting Navy No. 2 test well on 
Sec. 6-11n-26w in the Carrizo Plains 
area, San Luis Obispo County. Lo- 
cation falls north of the new Central 
Cuyama Valley field and the well 
evidently is on structure about one- 
half mile from D. & D. Oil Com- 
pany’s last well drilled in the area. 
This previous test was credited with 
showings of oil and gas from 1600 
to 1720 ft. Five separate shale beds 
also were penetrated. Each bed was 
15 ft. thick and showed oil stringers 
testing 30 gravity oil. A commercial 
well is expected around 2200 ft. On 
the south slope of the near by Cali- 
ente Range, William R. Whittaker 
Company, Ltd., is drilling at 4850 
ft. with Reay-Whittaker No. 1 ex- 
plorer on Sec. 6-10n-25w. In the 
Simmler area of San Luis Obispo 


County, Shell Oil’s McDonald Es- 


foal 





tate No. 28-30 on Sec. 30-29s-18e 


continues to poke deeper at 6133 ft. 
Drilling has been suspended tempo- 
rarily at 1818 ft. in Enterprise Oil’s 
Anderson No. 1 prospect job on Sec. 
13-31s-2le in the Temblor Hills. 


Wheeler Ridge 
Wildcat Works 


Hancock Oil Company is redrill- 
ing below 5800 ft. with its interest- 
ing wildcat on Sec. 35-11n-20w in 
the Wheeler Ridge area. The proj- 
ect is foreseen as a possible new 
discovery. Original depth was 6254 
ft. and a formation test indicated a 
small well. However, the company 
because of the depth did not 
consider the well commercial and 
planned redrilling operations. 
Devils Den 
Try Planned 

Gilliland Oil Company and C. O. 
Davis have staked a followup job 
to their Strode No. 1 in the Devils 
Den area. No. 2 will drill on Sec. 
15-25s-18e, about 800 ft. from No. 1 
which has been idle at 1920 ft. for 
almost three months. West of Devils 
Den, Acorn Drilling Company has 
reached a depth near 200 ft. with its 
Acorn No. 1 test on Sec. 21-25s-18e. 


Bellevue 
Test Digs 

Drilling at last reports was ac- 
tive at 1890 ft. in Superior Oil’s 
Quinn et al No. 21-2 on Sec. 2-30s- 


Standard Oil Company's Vickers No. 218 in the Baldwin Hills field. Afternoon crew, 
left to right: H. T. Feldbaum, electrician; F. Dickinson, derrick: W. P. Beckner, helper: 
B. F. Baumbach, driller: Chris Elk, tool pusher; R. J. Alvey, helper: H. B. White, helper. 
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of EU tubing or small drill pipe 
makes an open hole plugging 
assembly that “don’t miss”. They 
insure thorough mud cake re- 
moval for proper cement de- 
hydration and a solid plug. 
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26e in the Bellevue area, Kern Coun- 
ty. No showings resulted in aban- 
donment of the company’s Theta 


No. 35-20 in the McDonald Anti- 
cline area. Depth was 6629 ft. 
Rosedale 

Try Quits 


Bankline Oil Company has aban- 
doned its KCL No. 35-7 on Sec. 7- 
30s-27e in the Rosedale area of Kern 
County. The well was carried to 
8000 ft. where the Stevens zone was 
found gray and barren. East of the 
South Belridge field, Kimberly Ex- 
ploration Company’s Kimberly-U.S. 
government well has been aban- 
doned. The well went first to 2805 
ft. and then was redrilled to 2000 ft. 
A test of the interval of 1995-2000 ft. 
showed some gas and bottom water. 
Near Santiago Creek, Gene Reid 
Drilling Company has abandoned 
Willard-KCL No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 
6-10n-22w. Total depth was 4012 ft. 





Kings County 
Wildcat Rigs 


Lake Oil Company is rigging its 
Blanchard No. 2 wildcat in the vi- 
cinity of the town of Hanford on 
Sec. 22-18s-22e, Kings County. Sun- 
ray Oil at last reports was continu- 
ing to swab some oil with its Lynch- 
Mauren No. 68-9 wildcat on Sec. 9- 
23s-17e in the Reef Ridge area. The 
well is plugged at 9943 ft. Total 
bottom is 11,962 ft. 





McKittrick 
Wildcat Cased 


On the Belgian Anticline near 
McKittrick, Pacific Western has set 
casing at a point above present bot- 
tom of 5039 ft. in its MM-A No. 
42-30 on Sec. 30-30s-22e. The proj- 
ect has taken in a promising mea- 
sure of oil sand. On the McDonald 
Anticline, Murphy Bros., Ltd. last 
was reported drilling below 700 ft. 
in the MST-Theta No. 2 test on Sec. 
2-28s-19e. 


Poso Creek 
Test Quits 


Standard of California abandoned 
Davies Realty Company Comm. No. 
23 on Sec. 3-28s-27e at 2553 ft. The 
well was looking for production in 
the Chanac and Santa Margarita oil 
sand zones on ground one-half mile 
east of the Poso Creek field. Re- 
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drilled to 3590 ft., Standard has com- 
pleted its No. 78-29 test at Edison 
Grove for a yield yet to be accu- 
rately evaluated. The company has 
started its A. Voorhees Comm. No. 
32 on Sec. 20-30s-29e in the Edison 
area. Mushrush No. 2 on Sec. 7- 


27s-24e is idle at 15,550 ft. 


Salt Creek 
Test Working 

British-American Oil Prod. Com- 
pany is nearing the spudding stage 
with its Wright-C-USA No. 52A 
on Sec. 23-29s-20e in the Upper Salt 
Creek area. At Salt Creek, Carneros 
Oil Company’s Anderson No. 2-2 on 
Sec. 19-29s-2le has been abandoned 
at 2948 ft. in gray Point of Rocks 
sand. 


MISSING 





DANGEROUS! 


Reported absent from home and office 
for several days, E. W. (Ed) Plaugher 
was last seen wandering around oil fields 
in San Joaquin Valley. * Goes armed 
with box of Web Wilson “Tiger Tooth” 
Tong Dies and an order book. * Dan- 
gerous unless sale is made on every rig. 
Should be treated kindly and given an 
Don’t notify officers. * (P.S. If 
you are low on tong dies and can’t wait 
until he shows up, call Bakersfield 
2-2376.) 


order. 
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Sespe Creek 
Land Acquired 

International Exploration Com- 
pany, headed by Arthur C. Fisher 
and H. A. Maurer, has leased a tre- 
mendous spread of land between 
Sespe Creek and Santa Paula. Geo- 
physical and geological studies will 
be made before thought will be di- 
rected toward exact location for an 
exploratory job. 
South Mtn. 
Acres Taken 

F. E. Fairfield, prominent oilman 
and supply company head, has sold 
940 acres with 32 producing wells 
at South Mountain to Shell Oil 
Company for an amount undis- 
closed. This was announced jointly 
by the two principals in the trans- 
action. Negotiations were handled 
by Fairfield and Sam Bowlby, Shell’s 
vice president at Los Angeles. The 
deal has gone into escrow and Shell 
plans to start operating and develop- 
ing the property as soon as the nor- 
mal legal work usually associated 
with transfer of titles is finished. 
Present daily output from the oil 
wells involved in the sale is about 
2500 barrels. Fairfield acquired the 
first lease in 1942. Since then he 
has added a number to the original 
lease. The property is on the very 
top of rugged and steep South Moun- 
tain. It is interesting to note that 
current wells have been developed 
by drilling directionally from a se- 
ries of island bases. Individual wells 
are putting out from 100 to 500 bar- 
rels daily. The properties are close 
to Shell’s Schiferle Heirs lease, 
where the company already owns 
considerable production. Fairfield 
has other and valuable holdings in 
the Santa Paula area which are not 
affected by the deal with Shell. 
Shell gains an important extension 
of its already sizable holdings in the 
area by the purchase. This is in 
harmony with Shell’s major expan- 
sion program announced by _ the 
hoard of directors months ago. 


Simi Try = 
Abandoned 


With bottom at 571 ft. in fine, 
silty sand, Simian Oil Company has 
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abandoned its Simian Kerr No. 2 
test in the Simi area, Sec. 20-3n-19w, 
Ventura County. In the Santa Paula 
area, G. & S. Exploration’s G. & S. 
No. 1 on Sec. 27-4n-21w is still idle 
at 1789 ft. and the Huber & Mc- 
Ginnis Anlauf-Betty No. 1 on Sec. 
21-4n-21w is likewise inactive at 681 
ee 


Piru Test 
Drills Ahead 

Drilling is below 1000 ft. in Conti- 
nental Oil’s Continental Herley-USL 
No. 1 on 15-5n-18w in the 
Piru area, Ventura County. At Pa- 
dre Canyon, the company is redrill- 
ing at 6800 ft. with its Continental- 
CCMO-Hobson No. A-1 on Sec. 22- 
3n-24w. The well went to an orig- 
inal depth of 8648 ft., before it was 
plugged back to 4421 ft. for the 
redrill operations. 


Sec. 


Sespe Well 
New Producer 

On Sec. 6-4n-19w in the Sespe 
area of Ventura County, F. E. Fair- 
field, leading member of the oil in- 
dustry, has completed his Sespe No. 
3 test. The project at last reports 
was putting out 75 barrels a day 
from 3038 ft. Pacific Supply Co- 
operative has staked Nathan No. 10, 
a test well on Sec. 23-5n-20w. 


Bardsdale 
Well Flows 

The Hellman-Bardsdale No. 1 well 
on Sec. 7-3n-19w in the Bardsdale 
area has been finaled at 7114 ft. for 
an initial flow of 330 barrels daily 
of 31 gravity crude oil. 
San Gregorio 
Wildcat Spuds 


Approximately 30 miles south of 
San Francisco and a few miles west 
of La Honda, Texas Company has 
spudded its Ross No. 1 exploratory 
well on Sec. 10-7s-5w near the town 
of San Gregorio in San Mateo Coun- 
ty. On Sec. 13-7s-5w, Bell & Bur- 
den, Operator, has started Riskin 
No. 1 test. Texaco also is ready to 
start a wildcat in the Pecadero area. 
It is known as Mattei Estate No. 1 
and is on Sec. 34-7s-5w. Near Wat- 
sonville, Texas Company has loca- 
tion staked for M. Light No. 1 wild- 
cat Sec. 14-1ls-le, Santa Cruz 
County. 


on 


Benicia 
Try Sited 

Tide Water Associated Oil Com- 
pany has staked Donohue et al No. 
1 at Benicia in Solano County on 
Sec. 8-3n-2w. Location is slightly 
less than 10 miles east of Vallejo. 
In the Rio Vista area, a test spon- 


Superior Oil Company's Black No. 6 in the Del Valle Field. Left to right: H. C. Ritchie, 
superintendent; H. T. Terry, floorman; W. Crawford, head well puller; V. C. Woodward, 
derrickman; F. L. Lehr, floorman; F. E. Buxton, production foreman. 
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sored by Texas Company and called 
Ryer Prospect Comm. No. 1 is mak- 
ing hole ahead below 1100 ft. on 
Sec. 32-5n-3e. 


Elwood Test 
Starts Work 


Two miles north of the Elwood 
field, Carlton Beal has commenced 
work on his Dreyfus No. 2 test well, 
which probably will go to a mini- 
mum depth of 4400 ft. Location is 
on Sec. 8-4n-29w, Santa Barbara 
County. Shell drilled its Dreyfus 
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No. 1 in the same section to 2142 
ft. and abandoned the project in 
February, 1945, after no showings 
were encountered. In the Los Ala- 
mos area, Honolulu Oil’s Price No. 
1 wildcat is down 5880 ft. on Sec. 
21-8n-32w and fishing. The com- 
pany’s Mills No. 1 test on Sec. 26- 
8n-30w at Figueroa Mountain is 
making hole ahead below 1200 ft. 
Texas Company is nearing the spud- 
ding act with its Fulwider No. 1 
at Santa Ynez in Sec. 33-7n-29w. 
Hollister Estate No. 1 wildcat, spon- 
sored by Gene Reid Drilling Com- 
pany on Sec. 35-5n-33w in the Santa 
Anita Canyon area, is making pro- 
gress with the drilling at 1368 ft. 
In the old Orcutt field, Union Oil 
is rigging its Hartnell No. 12 deep 
test on Sec. 22-9n-34w. On Sec. 30- 
9n-33w, the company has added its 
Newlove No. 97 for a yield of 265 
barrels of 24.2 net gravity oil daily. 
At Guadalupe in San Luis Obispo 
County, Union is moving ahead with 
preliminary work on its Union Sugar 
No. 36 on Sec. 11-10n-36w. 


Bolinas Bay 
Wildcat Digs 


Standard of California’s Tevis No. 
1 in the Bolinas Bay area, Sec. 7- 
In-8w, last was reported coring and 
drilling ahead below 6350 ft. De- 
velopments to date offer but little 
encouragement. The project was 
drilled and abandoned by L. M. 
Lockhart. About 10 miles southeast, 
Standard has staked Mendoza No. 
1 at Point Reyes, Sec. 22-2n-10w. 


Zaca Well 
On Pump Test 

Tide Water Associated’s Cham- 
berlin No. 33 in the Zaca area on 
pump test put out 450 barrels of 
net 8 gravity oil a day from a 
plugged depth of 5940 ft. The well 
is on Sec. 33-8n-3lw. Five miles 
southeast of Zaca Creek, Laguna 
Consolidated Oil Company has 
staked its No. 1 wildcat in the Los 
Olivos area, Sec. 18-7n-30w. 


San Ardo 
Well In 


Pumping at the rate of 100 bar- 
rels a day, Texas Company has ad- 
ded the final touch to its Rosenberg 
NCT-One No. 12 on Sec. 3-23s-10e 
in the San Ardo field, Monterey 
County. 


Tompkins Hill 
Well Completing 

Texas Company Holmes-Eureka 
No. 5, an extension test on Sec. 23- 
3n-lw in the Tompkins Hill area 
of Humboldt County, is being com- 
pleted at a depth of 5100 ft. The 
5\%4-in. casing is set at 5075 ft. and 
water shut off was at 4204 ft. 


Oxnard 
Well Spuds 


Exeter Oil Company’s Scholle- 
Livingston No. 2 has started its 
downward journey with the drill on 
Sec. 6-In-2lw at Oxnard. In the 
Montalvo area, Standard of Califor- 
nia’s McGrath No. 51-13 on Sec. 
25-2n-23w is down 5263 ft. and fish- 
ing. 


New Bulletin by 
National Supply 


A new Bulletin No. 380, which 
describes the Ideal Type T-32 drill- 
ing rig, is announced by The Na- 
tional Supply Company, Box 899A, 
Toledo, Ohio. This is a 320-hp. rig 
and is normally considered for drill- 
ing to 3000-5500 ft. and for servic- 
ing and workover at 6000-11,000 ft. 

The bulletin contains eight illus- 
trated pages (81% x 11 in.) featuring 
rig design, operation, and controls, 
and includes specifications, perform- 
ance chart, dimensional drawings, 
and drive arrangement diagrams. 


A Bureau of Mines report just 
made public indicated that the phy- 
sical properties of oil taken from 
various wells in the Tensleep sand- 
stone formation in the Elk Basin 
field of Wyoming and Montana are 
widely different. Variable charac- 
teristics of the reservoir oil are ap- 
parently related to the position of 
the oil in the structure. This report 
probably explodes the theory held 
by many geologists and engineers 
that physical characteristics of pe- 
troleum are uniform throughout a 
given reservoir. 


Drilling has not as yet started 
on Pacific Drilling Company’s con- 
tract job with W. J. Carter in the 
Imperial Valley area of San Diego 
County. The well, called Carter- 
Hazelton No. 1 is on Sec. 25-10s-7e. 
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Colorado—Idaho—Montana—New Mexico—Utah—Wyoming 


Discovery of’ a new producing 
horizon is rapidly developing Sus- 
sex field of central Wyoming and a 
further boost in Wyoming oil pro- 
duction to an all-time record of 203,- 
000 bbls. per day were highlights of 
the fast-moving petroleum picture 
in the Rocky Mountain region in 
May. 

Big gains in reserves (second larg- 
est in the nation) and new pipeline 
outlets now building prompted Wyo- 
ming’s Governor Frank A. Barrett 
to predict a production of 300,000 
bbls. per day in the next two years. 
This figure would be approached 
when the new Platte Pipe Line, 
with a capacity of 75,000 bbls. daily, 
is filled sometime next fall—barring 
delays caused by shortages in pipe. 
Work has started on the line from 
Worland to Casper to Wood River, 
backed by five companies having 
substantial production in Wyoming. 

Production in the Rocky Moun- 
tain region is now running better 
than 300,000 bbls. daily, and all in- 
dications point to the biggest ex- 
ploration year in history under way 
in the 11 states. New strikes like 
the North Dakota Williston Basin 
opener, the General Petroleum find 
in the Nugget sand at Tip Top in 
southwestern Wyoming, the contin- 
uing drilling drilling boom in the 
Julesburg Basin of western Nebraska 
and northeastern Colorado, and the 
latest Tensleep discovery at Sussex, 
are attracting a host of new opera- 
tors from other oil states—notably 
Texas and California. The second 
“Texas invasion” is noted in Wyo- 
ming. 

Continental added a fifth and 
probably prolific producing horizon 


gravity. Current production in the 
Sussex, North Meadow Creek and 
Meadow Creek fields—discovered in 
1948—is from faulted zones in the 
Lakota, Sussex, Wall Creek and 
Shannon sands. The deeper Ten- 
sleep, it is anticipated, will be less 
subject to faulting. 

A recent survey of operators in- 
dicates approximately $150,000,000 
will be spent in the 11-state Rocky 
Mountain region for drilling explor- 
atory wells, leasing and geophysical 
work in 1951. More than 400 wild- 
cats will be drilled, as compared to 
a little over 300 exploratory tests 
last year. Many of these new ven- 
tures will be deep and costly, prob- 
ing such areas as the Uintah Basin 
of Utah (where eight costly holes 
are being drilled at the present time) 
and the Williston Basin of North 


—Western Canada 


Dakota, where Amerada Petroleum 
is now deepening its wildcat De- 
vonian discovery below the 11,000 
ft. level. Some other wildcats, not- 
ably in the Julesburg Basin, will be 
relatively shallow—attracting a host 
of smaller operators. Deeper tests 
are also promised in this tri-state 
area. 

New records in volume of leasing 
have been set in 1951. Officials at 
the Cheyenne, Wyo., land office 
said April was the busiest month 
on record, with a total of 736 appli- 
cations received and processed. More 
than a half-million dollars was col- 
lected in federal lease rentals. Big 
land blocks have been acquired by 
Seaboard, Carter, Pure and Stano- 
lind in the first half of the year. 

All told, in the Rocky Mountain 
region, nearly 40 million acres are 


New officers of the Rocky Mountain district, American Petroleum Institute division of 
production, are shown here at the close of the annual spring meeting in Casper April 20. 
Left to right: Fred Clement, Continental, Denver, vice chairman for Colorado; James A. 
Hill, Oil Well Supply, Casper, secretary-treasurer; Paul Kartzke, Shell Oil, Casper, vice 
president at large; C. L. Larson, Jr., Stanolind, Casper, chairman of the advisory com- 
mittee, and Al Campbell, Seaboard, Casper, vice president for Wyoming. Not shown 
are C. H. Griffin, Phillips Petroleum, Casper, president, and H. F. (Tax) King, Conti- 
nental, Billings, vice president for Montana. 


in its Sussex field, Johnson County, 
Wyoming, when No. 59 well, a wild- 
cat, topped the Tensleep formation 
at 9115 ft. and established at least 
200 ft. of effective pay. A drillstem 
test made 2730 ft. of free oil, 32 
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under lease—acquired at a cost in 
excess of $50,000,000. Since the start 
of the year, an estimated additional 
10 million acres have been leased, 
at higher acre costs than in past 
years. Budgets for geophysical par- 
ties in the field are bigger than ever. 
Independents from Texas and Cali- 
fornia are flocking to the mountain 
plateaus and valleys for a record 
program of expansion which petro- 
leum optimists believe will place 
this region on a par with such mid- 
continent producing states as Kan- 
sas and Oklahoma. The transition 
from limited production and mar- 
keting facilities before World War 
II, to the present era of expanding 
production and pipeline outlets, has 
been no less than phenomenal. 

The success ratio, about one in 
five, for exploratory wells, continues 
to encourage wildcatting plans, and 
it is enhanced by the experience of 
many operators in finding multi- 
horizon fields such as Lost Soldier, 
Sussex, Elk Basin and many others. 
Often a well in a proven field like 
Sussex will miss one sand, only to 
find good production in a deeper 
one. 

Some fields, like Mush Creek, 
have been disappointing, but these 
have been offset by other new fields 
with promise of long-sustained pro- 
duction, like South Glenrock, Sus- 
sex, Worland and others. The Mush 
Creek boom mushroomed into prom- 
inence after the war when many 
independents got quick production 
at shallow levels in traps in the 
Newcastle or Muddy sand. Many 
flush producers came in for initials 
of 1,000, 2,000 and even 3,000 bar- 
rels per day, but quickly tappered 
off to stripper wells. Today, many 
wells in this “punchboard field” are 
only making two or three barrels 
oil per day and one operator, Joe 
Sprecher, made the observation that 
the average producer had not re- 
paid the cost of the investment. 
Fiddler Creek, to the west, is hold- 
ing up production much more satis- 
factorily. 

A brief word tour of the moun- 
tain states turns up these late de- 
velopments: 


WY OMING— 

Shell Oil Co. has staked an im- 
portant wildcat in the West Big 
Muddy field, following its recent 
success in establishing production a 
mile east of the South Glenrock field 
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in the same area. Encouraged by its 
first production in the Rocky Moun- 
tain district, Shell recently estab- 
lished a production office at Casper. 
It is headed by E. J. Toth, formerly 
division superintendent at Bakers- 
field, Calif. William Neilson, explo- 
ration engineer at Long Beach, 
Calif. ,was transferred to the new 
office. Shell also opened a land of- 
fice in Billings, with Coleman Ray- 
nolds of Casper holding forth as 
district landman. 

E. N. Hope, president of Great 
Lakes Oil Co., of Chicago, has 
started his series of stratigraphic 
tests on an 80,000 acre block be- 
tween Castle Creek field and Cas- 
per. First well, on the north end 
of the block, found the 3rd Wall 
Creek sand wet, is continuing to 
deepen to objectives in Muddy and 
Dakota sands. 

General Petroleum ran seven inch 
liner for completion of its Nugget 
sand discovery at Tip Top, after 
failing to find commercial gas in the 
Frontier formation following acid- 
izing. The well flowed 100 bbls. oil 
per hour on test in the top of the 
Nugget. Locations are being made 
for two offsets. 

Natural gas for the Laramie- 
Rawlins area of southern Wyoming 
is assured by plans for building an 
82-mile gas line from the Sand Draw 
field of the central Wyoming to the 
town of Rawlins. Announcement of 
the million dollar project was made 
by J. M. McIntyre, president; Fred 
Goodstein, vice president, and R. E. 
Burke, secretary treasurer of the 
newly organized Northern Gas Co. 
of Casper. The line will be six- 
inch, to be supplied with gas by 
Northern Utilities, Inc., which op- 
erates the gas system thru central 
and eastern Wyoming and western 
Nebraska. Reserves of gas in south- 
ern Wyoming are nearing total de- 
pletion, but recently discoveries of 
big new reserves in western Nebraska 
eased the requirements for gas from 
the Sand Draw field, making a por- 
tion of it available for export else- 
where. 

Stanolind, busy in the new Bon- 
anza field, Big Horn county, com- 
pleted its second well on the Ten- 
sleep structure for 30 bbls. oil per 
hour, and made location for a third. 

At North Big Muddy in Converse 
county, Ralph Lowe, Texas inde- 
pendent, plugged the No. 1 Combs— 






about halfway between the sig 
Muddy and South Cole Creek fields, 
It was Lowe’s first duster in the 
Rocky Mountain region, after a se- 
ries of successful tests in South 
Glenrock and the area east of South 
Cole Creek. 

Shell found production in oth 
Muddy and Dakota sands in its sec- 
ond well in the South Glenrock 
area; will soon drill a third. 

At South Meadow Creek, Sinclair 
abandoned an outpost venture at 
7500 ft., and moved in tools for a 
second test east of the failure. Work 
has started on a southeast Meadow 
Creek test for P. T. Sharples of 
Denver. Northwest of the Sussex 
unit, Husky Oil Co. of Cody is moy- 
ing in rotary to its Deadman ven- 
ture in Johnson county, which will 
probe the Lakota around 7800 ft. 

In the Ash Creek area north of 
Sheridan, Shell Oil Co. was drilling 
below 1,000 ft. on its way to the 
Ordovician around 10,500 ft. 


COLORADO— 

Another gas discovery was chalked 
up by Roy M. Johnson, independent 
Ardmore, Okla., operator, in the 
Hells Hole area, Rio Blanco county, 
Colo. The venture in the interest- 
ing area south of the big Rangely 
field flowed 3,500,000 cubic feet of 
gas from a sand in the Basal Mesa 
Verde at only 2495 ft. The cable 
tool test was drilled on acreage 
farmed out from Stanolind, and or- 
iginally was projected for a Weber 
sand objective. Johnson moved 
across the state line for a deep test 
in the White River Canyon area 
in Utah. 

In the Messex area of Morgan 
county, South Texas Development 
Co. of Houston tested 4,000 ft. of 
oil and 60 ft. of oil cut mud on a 
two-hour drill stem test in the Da- 
kota sand below 4940 ft. Logged 
eight feet higher on structure than 
the previous Fisher-Stout well, it 
looms as an important discovery for 
this area. 

Service Drilling Co. of Tulsa plans 
drilling operations on the Friend 
ranch in the Eckley area of the 
Julesburg Basin, following seismo- 
graph work by Carter Oil Co., which 
is supporting the operation. 

Several new completions are re- 
ported in northeastern Colorado 
pools. Shell’s No. 2-B Green at 
Mount Hope in Logan County 
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fowe:l oil in 27 minutes and is run- 
ning for completion, The firm’s No. 
5-A Green flowed 350 bbls. daily 
thru choke. Texas Co.’s No. 3 C. F. 
Green flowed 960 bbls. daily on ini- 
tial tests. British-American’s No. 
1-A Ziegler in the Yenter pool 
pumped 134 bbls. oil daily. 

Trigod Oil Co. found only a few 
colors on tests of the third sand at 
the Pawnee Creek wildcat in Logan 
County, and abandoned the well. It 
had been located on a seismic high. 

Mountain Fuel Supply’s Hiawa- 
tha wildcat (Colorado’s deepest) 
was stuck at 15,041 with drill pipe 
lodged in the hole. Altho the op- 
erator has released no data, the ven- 
ture is thought to be in the Nugget 
sand. 

MONTANA— 

Shell Oil Co. has completed uniti- 
zation of a 45,000 acre unit in the 
Pine area along the Baker-Glendive 
anticline in Montana, and plans a 
deep test to commence July 10. In- 
terested in the venture is Montana- 
Dakota Utilities, which operates 
shallow gas wells on the large anti- 
cline. In view of recent develop- 
ments in the Williston Basin play of 
eastern Montana and western North 
Dakota, the operation will attract 
considerable interest. 

McConnell Drilling Co. of Farm- 
ington, N. M. has started an 11,000 
ft. Ordovician test in the Rickey 
area, Dawson county, another in- 
teresting wildcat along the west 
side of the Williston Basin. 

Amerada abandoned its Woman’s 
Pocket wildcat in Golden Valley 
county at 3155 ft., after testing water 
in the Third Cat Creek. 

Seaboard has started drilling a 
Big Snowy test to 4500 ft. in the 
Ryegate area, Wheatland County. 

In the Widdecomb Creek area, 
Wheatland County. Cities Service 
is drilling ahead after freeing stuck 
drill pipe at 7944 ft. The well is 
headed for the Charles formation 


at 10,000 ft. 
UTAH— 


Phillips Ptroleum is set for its 
first drilling venture in the big Uin- 
tah Basin. The firm made location 
for the No. 1 Hayden northwest of 
the Roosevelt field. which has two 
productive wells in the Basal Green 
River zone around 9200 ft. The wild- 
cat is located two and a half miles 
northwest of the Roosevelt field, 


SECOND ISSUE, MAY, 1951 


whose discovery well flowed more 
than 1600 bbls. of high gravity, 
paraffin base oil daily when com- 
pleted two years ago. 

Elsewhere in Utah, Carter and 
Stanolind suspended operations at 
the Blue Bell wildcat west of the 
Roosevelt field after drilling to 12,- 
518 ft. in the Wasatch formation. 
Only water with a small trace of 
oil was recovered in tests. 

The California Co. bottomed its 
Upper Valley wildcat in Garfield 
County at 8808 ft. and ran seven- 
inch case prior to deepening another 
1,500 ft. 

The widely publicized Cane Creek 
venture of Americol in a canyon 
site in Grand County is reported 
swabbing a small amount of oil and 
mud from the Paradox formation 
after acidizing. It was plugged back 
from 5761 ft. 

3yrd-Frost’s second well at Mon- 
tecello in San Juan county was drill- 
ing below 3850 ft. It offsets the 
firm’s No, 1 Sitton, which found 
slight gas in a zone in the Paradox, 
but failed commercially after run- 
ning casing and acidizing. 

The California Co.’s Red Wash 
wildcat is being acidized prior to 
completion, with prospects of mak- 
ing a commercial well. It may not 
be as good a producer as the pool 
opener in the basal Green River 
zone. 


NEBRASKA— 

The new Ohio Oil discovery in 
the Marlowe area, Cheyenne Coun- 
ty, pumped 45 bbls. oil daily from 
the Second Dakota sand and is 
listed as the first producer from this 
zone in the Julesburg Basin to date. 
It is located between the Gurley 
and Huntsman pools. 

Ohio is installing pump at another 
discovery in the Johnson pool, 
southeast of Marlowe, after testing 
oil in each of the three Graneros 
sands. A south offset to the dis- 
covery is going down. 

The California Co, has abandoned 
its wildcat in the South Harrison 
area of Sioux county, after acidizing 
and testing Minnelusa. Slight oil 
shows failed to prove commercial 
production. 


NORTH DAKOTA— 


Amerada Petroleum is drilling 
deeper at the No. 1 Clarence Iver- 
son in Williams County, the first 


producing well in North Dakota. 
Now below 11,744 ft., the venture 
will check on the Silurian zone af- 
ter finding production in the De- 
vonian. The well flowed an average 
of 16 bbls. 53 gravity oil per hour 
with three million cubic feet daily 
thru 14-inch choke on tests between 
11,630-660 ft. It was acidized heav- 
ily. 

Stimulating the widespread lease 
play in North Dakota and eastern 
Montana are interesting shows re- 
ported in a wildcat drilled by Phil- 
lips and Carter in the St. Anthony 
area of Morton county. 


Location for an extension one 
mile south of the Amerada discov- 
ery (nw 18-155n-95w) was made by 
M. B. Rudman and Parsons of Dal- 
las. 


NEW MEXICO— 


A drilling program has been star- 
ted by Frontier Refining Co. in the 
West Kutz Canyon area of San Juan 
County. The first of a series of gas 
wells is nearing completion at a to- 
tal depth of 1763 ft., in the Pictured 
Cliffs formation. One deep test is 
planned in the block. 


Independent oil men at the [PAA 
midyear meeting in Denver in May 
charged lack of coordination in de- 
fense agencies in making fair allo- 
cations of steel to the industry. Re- 
ports that federal agencies other 
than PAD had claimed more than 
300,000 tons of tubular goods for 
shipment to foreign countries—such 
as drill pipe to Chile— called for 
some heated discussions. 

The audience was also out of 
sympathy with remarks made by 
Premier Douglas of Saskatchewan, 
who cited the canadian outlook on 
the advantages of “state ownership” 
management of natural resources. 
The IPAA men warmed up some- 
what when the premier called for 
tripartite cooperation between U.S., 
Canada and Commonwealth nations 
on oil development. 

Women geologists may expect the 
cold shoulder if they have any de- 
signs on joining the Intermountain 
Association of Petroleum Geolo- 
gists’ field conference in Millard 
couny, Utah, in late May. It’s purely 
a camping-out affair and the asso- 
ciation has put its foot down with a 
rule, “men only.” 
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Two glamour girls boarded a 
crowded street car, and one of them 
whispered to the other: “Watch me 
embarass a seat from one of the 
men!” 

Pushing her way through the stan- 
dees, she bore down on a gentleman 
who looked substantial and embar- 
rassable. 

“My dear Mr. Brown,” 
loudly. “Fancy meeting you on the 
car. Am I glad to see you. Why 
you're almost a stranger. My I’m 
tired!” 


she gushed 


The sedate gent looked up at the 
girl, whom he’d never seen in his 
life before, and as he rose, said 
pleasantly and for all to hear: “Sit 
down, Bertha, my girl. Don’t often 
see you out on washday. No won- 
der you're tired. By the way, don’t 
deliver the washing till Wednesday. 
My wife is going to the district at- 


torney’s office to see whether she 
can get your husband out of jail!” 


A pompous individual stalked in- 
to the office and demanded to see 
the manager: 


“I’m sorry, but he’s not here,” re- 
plied the receptionist. “Is there any- 
thing I can do?” 

“No,” snapped the visitor, “I 
never deal with underlings. I'll wait 
until he returns.” 

“Very well, take a seat,” said the 
girl, and went on with her work. 
An hour later, the man became im- 
patient. “How much longer do you 
think he will be gone?” he demanded 
eruffly. 

“About three weeks,” answered 
the girl calmly. “He left on his va- 
cation this morning.” 





> 
o——— 


Six young housewives living in 
the same apartment building fell 
into a dispute of such magnitude 
that it resulted in their being hailed 
into court. When the case was called 
they all made a concerted rush for 
the bench and, reaching it, all broke 
into bitter complaints at the same 
moment. 

The judge sat momentarily stun- 
ned as charges and countercharges 
filled the air. Suddenly he rapped 
for order. 

When quiet had been restored, the 
patient magistrate said quietly: 
“Now, I'll hear the oldest first.” 

That closed the case. 


Wife—“Do you like this hat 

turned down, dear?” 
Husband—“How much is it?” 
Wife—“Twenty-five dollars.” 


Husband—“Yes, turn it down.” 
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EST OVERSHOT is the 
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— RIGHT BOWEN OVERSHOT 
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> All Bowen Overshots have the advantages of—easy fish engage- 
ment, full grapple grip, positive instant release and full high 
pressure circulation through the fish. But, be sure you have the 
right Bowen Overshot on your rig floor before you start drilling 
-.. one that will engage and pack off any part of your drilling 
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Service! 


Gas and Diesel Engines 


All Types Wire Rope 
V-Belts 

Web Wilson Oil Tools 
Diamond Chain 
“Luber-Finer” Oil Cleaners 
Alemite Systems 

Other Oil Field Specialties 





POWER RIG & EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
5141 Anaheim-Telegraph Road, Los Angeles 22, California 


Oil Field Equipment 


Exclusive West Coast Distributor for... 


POWER RIGS and WINCHES 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


Ruger Hydraulic Floor Cranes 


string without change or adjustment. 





SPECIAL USE 


CATCHES AND PACKS 
OFF WITHOUT 
ADJUSTMENT 





Series 150 
(1 Bowl) 


Ideal for external 
flush drill pipe 


One specific size 
pipe, external upset 
section, coupling, 
tool joint and/or 
drill collar. 





Series 200 
(2 Bowl) 


Designed for internal 
upset drill pipe 


Either drill pipe or 
tool joint. 





Series 300 
(3 Bowl) 


Designed for over- 
size drill collars used 
with internal upset 
drill pipe 


Either drill pipe, tool 
joint or oversize drill 
collar. 





Series 350 
(3 Bowl) 


Designed for ex- 
ternal upset drill pipe 


Either drill pipe, ex- 
ternal upset section 
or tool joint. 





Series 425 
(4 Bowl) 








Designed for over- 
size drill collars used 
with external upset 
drill pipe. 








Either drill pipe, ex- 
ternal upset section, 
tool joint or oversize 
drill collar. 
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